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Access 
By Babette Elaine Kaltenbach 
WONDROUS O matchless 
O thought, 


Free access to my Father’s House. 

When grief would fell me to the floor, 
I rush in through the Open Door! 

My Saviour’s face, His loving arms, 

He wipes my tears and stills my qualms, 
A smile of love, a kiss of peace— 
The hush of Heaven-sent balm, 

O sweet and sure release— 

I’ve access to my Father’s House! 


grace! 


Praying Through 

There are times when a Christian’s 
life seems like a highway jammed with 
cars or a river clogged with logs or ice. 
Duties,, burdens, perplexities, tempta- 
tions mount up until one feels that he 
cannot stand any more and he wonders 
which way to turn. Everyone today 
knows what it is to be blocked by a 
traffic jam on a highway. Horns begin 
to blow, doors fly open, drivers step out 
and look hopelessly ahead, and strong 
language is heard. Perhaps the whole 
line is held up by a motorist who either 
can’t or won’t move. Then power is 
needed, or authority, and sometimes 
both. It may take the Highway Patrol 
and a towing truck to get things moving 
again. When there is a log jam on the 
river, some expert loggers have to find 
and pry loose the key log, or blast it 
out. Dynamite can move blocks of ice 
in a river; but the spring sunshine does 


‘vast pilgrimages. 


a much quieter, less dangerous, and more 
complete job when it melts the ice and 
sets the dammed-up waters to flowing 
freely again in the right channel. These 
pictures of congestion are typical of 
what happens now and then in the ex- 
perience of every Christian worker, and 
the remedies are similar. The worker 
may need power. and authority entirely 
outside of himself to make things move 
smoothly again. He may need a pene- 
trating eye and an expert touch to show 
him the one thing that is causing all 
the trouble. Or perhaps his heart has 
grown imperceptibly cold and hard; and 
it may need a thorough melting down. 
All of these things God can do, and do 
them with perfect quietness, infinite 
skill, almighty power, and the happiest 
results. When a Christian worker's 
days seem like a blocked highway or a 
choked-up river, then it is of the great- 
est importance that he take time to pray 
things through. He may not find the 
answer in his daily devotions, or family 
prayers, or the Wednesday hight prayer 
meeting, or a regular prayer group. He 


simply must get alone with God, at a 
time and place where he is sure he will 
not be interrupted, and then pour out 
his heart before God (Psa. 62:8). He 
ought to take up, one by one, every 
thing that troubles him, laying each be- 
fore God and asking His help. Above 
all, he should give God time to speak 
to him, through His Word and by His 
Spirit, and show him anything that may 
not be just right in his own life. This 
takes time, and the prayer must be 
unhurried and exhaustive. It may have 
to be somewhere between midnight and 
6 a.m., but it is worth more than twice 
the same amount of sleep. Remember 
that even the Lord Jesus “offered up 
prayers and supplications with strong 
crying and tears” (Heb. 5:7). Those who 
have not tried this kind of praying will 
be amazed at the refreshment amg re- 
lease it brings to spirit, mind, and body, 
and the sense of quietness and reserve 
strength it gives one for the day’s work. 
This is the kind of praying that leads 
to “the peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding” (Phil. 4:6, 7). 
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Mary, the Mother of Jesus 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


adherents working. Two years 
ago was Rome’s Holy Year with 
Then came the cult 
of the Fatima shrine. The present year, 
1954, is the Marian Year, with much‘the 


A RELIGION of works keeps its 


* same laborious pilgrimages, novenas, and 


what not. Pius XII sent forth to the 
world a new Encyclical in Mary’s honor, 
Fulgens.Corona (“the shining crown”); 
also a prayer to her, extravagant in its 
adoration. Making no mention of Christ, 
it heads four hundred million in the wor- 
ship of a human,being, who is said to 
be “above every other mere creature.” 
Which obviously means that Mary is con- 













Comfort for Dark Days 





“He only is my rock and my sal- 
vation: he is my defence; I shall 
not be moved” (Psa. 62:6). 











sidered divine and worthy of wership. *¢ 


hes, | 


It reads: 

“After your Assumption into Heaven 
God crowned you Queen of the Univer 

“O crystal fountain, bathe our minds 
with your heavenly grace! O fragrant 
lily of all holiness,. captivate our hearts 
with your heavenly perfume! 

“Above all, obtain for us that one day, 
happy with you, we may repeat before 
your throne, the hymn that today is sung 
on earth around your altars.” 

Two passages of Scripture only can 
the Pope find to support this Mary cult, 
Genesis 3:15 in the Old Testament; Luke 
1:28, 42 in the New. But “I will 
put enmity between thee and the 
woman,” refers of course to Eve, not to 


Mary. Kecharitomene “full of grace”—in ¢ 


which, according to Pius, “it is shown 
that the Mother of God was the abode 
of all Divine graces, adorned with all 
the anointings of the Spirit; yea, the 
Treasury and well-nigh infinite and in- 
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. exhaustible abyss of these anointings”— 
means simply “highly favored,” or the 
object of great grace from God. 

Then he adds that she is “more holy 
than Sanctity; alone holy; excepting God, 
higher than all; more holy than cherubim 
and seraphim themselves and the whole 
host of angels.” 





How different the New Testament pic- 
ture of the mother of Jesus! All genera- 
tions were to call the dear and honored 
Virgin Mary “blessed” only because of 
her “as concerning the flesh Christ came, 
who is over all, God blessed for ever” 
(Rom, 9:5). She herself recognized her- 
self as one in need of salvation when she 
said, “My spirit hath rejoiced in God 
my Saviour” (Luke 1:47). 

From the earliest mention of her in 
Scripture, she is placed behind and be- 
low her divine Son. The historian Mat- 
thew takes the utmost care in four places 
in his narrative (Matt. 2:11, 13, 14, 20, 
21) to mention, not “the Blessed Virgin 
and her child,” but “tha young child and 
his mother.” This uncustomary order 
is not varied from. The child is the 
center of the chapter, the mother merely 
an adjunct. 

The Magi worshiped the child, not the 
mother. They presented to Him, not to 
her, the symbolic gifts. The star stood 
over where the young child, not Mary, 
was.. Elisabeth called Mary not “my 
Lady” but “the mother of my Lord.” 

It is certain that the perpetual vir- 
ginity ascribed to the mother of Christ 
was a later invention which is fore- 
stalled by foreseeing Scripture when it 
says, he “knew her not till she had 
brought forth her firstborn son” (Matt. 
1:25). 

That mother and son were on entirely 
different planes is obvious in our Lord’s 
words to her at Cana in Galilee, “Woman, 
what have I to do with thee?” (John 
2:4.) And when He quoted the order 
of words of the informant, who had said, 
“Behold, thy mother and thy brethren 
stand without, desiring to speak with 
thee,” he made clear that, in the King- 
dom of God, there is no precedence even 
for his mother, for he placed her name 
at the end of the series, “Whosoever 
shall do the will of my Father which 
is in heaven, the same is my brother, 
and sister, and mother” (Matt. 12:50). 

In the parallel passage (Luke 11:27) 
a certain woman, wishing to pay tribute 


to Mary whom she knew to be present, ° 


cried out, “Blessed is the womb that 
bare thee, and the paps which thou hast 


sucked.” Jesus would not allow this 
tribute. The title “blessed” belonged 
to those Who “hear the word of God, 


and keep it,” that is, to those that carry 
Christ and His words in their hearts, 
sas Mary bore Him in her body. At His 
death He said, “Woman” to Mary and 
“Behold thy mother!” to John, thus dis- 
associating Himself from all human re- 
lationships. One might have thought 


that He would have revealed Himself 
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after His resurrection first of all to His 
mother. There is no record that He did 
so or that she was allowed to participate 
in His glory. 

There are but few references to Mary 
in the Gospels, nor is she once mentioned 
by name in the Epistles. She appears 
for the last time in the upper room 
with the Church as a humble follower 
of Christ, but with no personal distinc- 
tion. Indeed the order of words is, “the 
women, and Mary the mother of Jesus” 
(Acts 1:14). She is placed after, not 
only the disciples, but the other women. 
In the Revelation where, if Catholic 
ideas had prevailed, she would have been 
the central figure, she does not appear 
at all, 

This reserve-seems almost painful and 
can be explained only in the light of 
later idolatrous developments. 

(From “Notes from a Layman’s Greek 

Testament,” W. A. Wilde Co., Boston.) 





In a finely conceived article in the 
Converted Catholic for December, 1953, 
further anomalies in Marian idolatry are 
mentioned, 

“How did it come?” the writer asks. 
“Was Mary not privileged to witness the 
Transfiguration?” 

“Jesus gave His disciples a form of 
prayer, but no allusion is made in it to 
Mary, not to speak of admonition to ad- 
dress prayer to her, 

“She was not present at the institution 
of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.” 

Romanism declares her to be Co-Re- 
deemer with Christ, but at no point did 
she co-operate with Christ in His re- 
deeming death—not in His farewell ad- 
dresses to His disciples, His agony in 
Gethsemane, His trial before Caiaphas 
and Pontius Pilate, His mockery by sol- 
diers and flagellation, His fainting ’neath 
the cross, His terrible crucifixion and 
death. She was present at the last, but 
not a participant. 

Not a word is preserved as addressed 
to her by Jesus, from the time He re- 
buked her at Cana to the dark cruci- 
fixion hour when He commended her 
to John’s care. 

“Scripture intimates, not that she had 
the least part in winning and wearing 


the great victory, but only that, in com- - 


mon with all disciples, she enjoyed its 
blissful consequences, She was not at 
the side of the ‘King of Glory’ in His 
ascending chariot, nor did she at the 
same time enter the everlasting doors; 
she was left behind to follow with other 
believers.” The Roman Church alters 
this, representing Peter as handing her 
his keys and placing on her head a tiara 
of tiaras, as the Queen of the Apostles, 
This has no justification. 

The affirmation of her Assumption into 
Heaven is a mythical construction. How 
long she was cared for by John and 
when, where, and how she died, no one 
knows, : 

Scripture does not say that her prayers 
and supplications in the upper room 
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were more acceptable or more efficacious 
than those of any other worshiper, and 
it is not even intimated that she had 
greater power than any other saints of 
God. To say that she, like the angels, 
may and does in an even more distinct 
manner, know all our prayers and needs, 
is without warrant in reason or revela- 
tion. “The supposition is absurd that 
every or any angel perceives. the 
thoughts of every human being. There 
is one only God, and ‘there is no search- 
ing of his understanding.’ ” 

In prayer and pronouncement, Pius 
XII has, in this instance, deviated from 
Scripture at every point possible. He 
has illustrated how false his alleged in- 
fallibility is. Also how pagan his sys- 
tem. For what Paul said of the Roman 
paganism of his time is equally true 
of Papal paganism today: It has “changed 
the truth of God into a lie, and wor- 
shipped and served the creature more 
than the Creator,” who alone is “Blessed.” 


we 
Notes on Open Letters 


More About Eagles 


This is to express to you my hearty 
thanks for your kindness in present- 
ing to us the two editorials on the 
eagle. 

For a number of years it had been a- 
question in my mind as to why the 
Psalmist referred to that bird as he did 
in Psalm 103:5, and recently it occur- 
red to me that perhaps someone con- 
nected with THe Sunpay ScHooL TrmMes 
might be: able to give me some in- 
formation. I appreciate very much 
what you have given us—D. B. 
Winger, Grantham, Pa, 


Mr. Winger is the Tmwes reader whose 
question prompted the two editorials on 
eagles (Jan. 23 and 30, 1954). Readers 
will remember that quotations were 
given from a work by a Scottish natural- 
ist on the life of the Golden Eagle. 

In the National Geographic Magazine 
for February there is a_fine, illustrated 
article on “Scotland’s Golden Eagles at 
Home,” by C, Eric Palmar, curator of the 
Department of Natural History, Glasgow 
Museum. A number of Mr. Palmar’s ob- 
servations tally with those given in the 
editorials. 

Meditation on the eagle’s marvelous 
powers of flight and its care of its young 
evidently prompted Mr. Winger to flights 
of poetic fancy, and he included the 
following lines in his letter: : 

May the instinct that is planted in the 


eagle’s breast 
Teach us to trust God’s wisdom and fully 


on Him rest 
In times of sorest trial and in times of 
test 


May we then remember that His way is 
best. 


We are sometimes asked to do courageous 
things, 

As the eaglet was asked to use his untried 
wings. 

"Tis then we find, in danger and distress, 

God's mighty wing beneath us to shield 
and bless. 
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V. Christ's Seven Last Messages to His Church 


The meaning of the seven golden candlesticks 





we saw the seer lying prostrate 

at the feet of the One who stood 
in the midst of the lampstands (Rev. 
1:13, 17), touched by His blessed hand. 
To understand the lampstands, it might 
be well to go back to Exodus 25 and 
consider the lampstand of the Taber- 
nacle. There is untold profit in studying 
the types and shadows of the Old Tes- 
tament. The lampstand was made of 
solid gold. Gold is the richest of earth’s 
metals. Gold is the symbol of divine 
majesty. Its use in the lampstand speaks 
of the stupendous cost to God in the 
measureless sufferings of His Son at 
Calvary. It reminds us also how through 
that death we have been exalted through 
the riches of His grace, and how God 
sees us in His Son, accepted in the Be- 
loved, justified, made as holy in our 
standing as our Lord Himself, 

The gold of the lampstand was pure. 
It had passed through earth’s refining 
processes, leaving no dross or impurity 
to mar its worth. It illustrates the ter- 
rible ordeal of Calvary’s sufferings, when 
our Lord passed through the Refiner’s 
crucible as our sins were laid upon 
Him and the scorching fires of God’s 
wrath melted His holy soul as it was 
poured out in death, Sin could never 
stay on Christ. After the punishment 
due to us had been completely borne, 
the Lord Jesus is seen like the pure 
gold, glorious in His unsullied holy 
nature. The consuming fire fell on the 
Sacrifice, the fires are quenched, the sins 
are forever gone, the gold now sparkles 
in its redemptive glory before God’s 
throne. 


The Mystery of His Bruising 


A T THE close of the previous article 


The gold was beaten, hammered till 


the form of the seven-branched lamp- 
stand stood out in beauty and symmetry. 
Of all metals gold can be hammered 
thinner than any other. It can be beaten 
thinner than paper. Beneath this im- 
agery we can discern in the beating of 
the gold the terrible experiences our 
precious Lord must have undergone in 
the cruel beatings He received at the 
hands of brutal men. And greater than 
the mystery of man’s bruising is the 
deeper mystery of the bruising by God, 
“yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him” 
(Isa, 53:10). 

Unlike the Tabernacle, the great Tem- 
ple built by Solomon had ten lamp- 
stands, these being made of pure gold. 
The lampstand was made by divine com- 
mand. This speaks to our wondering 
hearts of the perfect obedience of our 
‘Lord Jesus as the dependent Man. Even 
unto death, no urge was ever found in 





In last week’s issue Mr. Ainslie dis- 
cussed the personal appearance of 
the Lord Jesus Christ as the Apostle 
John described Him in the first 
chapter of Revelation. In this article 
Mr. Ainslie compares the lampstand 
in the Tabernacle in Exodus with 
the golden candlesticks in Revela- 
tion, in order to bring out some of 
the lessons of the Old Testament 
type. This is the fifth article in Mr. 
Ainslie’s series on the last Book of the 
Bible, which will continue for sev- 
eral months in The Sunday School: 
Times. Since he is just completing 
the study of the first chapter of 
Revelation, there is still time for 
subscribers to introduce the Times 
to their friends by sending them a 
year’s subscription, which will in- 
clude all of these studies from this 
point on. 








His lowly soul to disobey His Father; 
He was completely submissive to the 
will of His God, not a step being taken 
or a moment spent, not a move being 
made but what was always calmly and 
quietly done in resignation to the will 
of the One who delighted in Him. Never 
shall we know or fully understand the 
meaning of Gethsemane, when alone in 
the gloom of its awful shadows that 
One, though He was God beyond all 
question, broke the stillness of that 
hideous night, crying out in the unspeak- 
able agonies of His soul, “Not my will, 
but thine, be done.” 

Here are seven lampstands. Each in- 
dividual church is complete in itself, 
made to answer alone to Christ for its 
own responsibilities, sins, and’ failures; 
none could dictate to the other. its course 
of action. The center was Christ, and 
from that center all decrees were given. 
There has only been one Church since 
Pentecost, and that Church is typified by 
the golden lampstand. The lampstands 
were seven, signifying completeness in 
testimony or lightbearing. On each side 
of the central stem, which speaks of 
Christ, the six branches emerged, three 
on the right side and three on the left. 
They were part of the lampstand. Its 
symbolism is easily seen. We come forth 
from His wounded side. The picture is 
given in Genesis 2. Here is foreshadowed 
indissoluble unity betwéen Christ and 
His Church. The bride was brought 
forth from the opened side of Adam. 
The typology is rich and beautiful (Eph. 
5). She was brought forth not from 
his feet to be trodden on,-but' from the 
place nearest the seat of his affection, 
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the heart, and near to his arm for her 
defense. 

There were three branches on each 
side, equally divided but all vitally united 
to the stem. Here is what has happened 
at the cross. Jew and Gentile are 
brought into living union with Jesus 
Christ through His death, all equal in 
Christ, all joined to Him. He is their 
Center. 

As with Adam and Eve, so with the 
stem and the branches: they were of 
the same material, part and parcel of 
each other, linked in indissoluble bonds 
one to another. The lamps were of the 
same piece, the’ same kind of metal, and 
all their functions were the same. There 
is only one Body known to the New 
Testament, not two bodies, for that 
would require two heads in Heaven. 
Since Pentecost, one Body has been 
united to the risen Head who is exalted 
in Heaven. This Body was formed on 
the Day of Pentecost, and through the 
cross is all united, and partition walls 
are all broken down. It is always the 
cross that the Epistles look back to; it 
was at the cross that the great work 
of reconciliation was done. We, like 
the golden branches, are sustained by 
the central Stem and we are forever 
united; no bond can ever sever us from 
our Lord. So eternally united that no 
foe can separate us, we are His forever 
through His. death, bone of His bone, 
flesh of His flesh. His hopes are ours, 
His joys are ours, His prospects are our 
prospects, so closely are we linked to- 
gether in inseparable love (Rom. 8: 
35-39). 


Symbols of His Graces and Beauties 

The lampstand was made for beauty. 
On its central stem were emblazoned and 
engraven the lovely figures of rare 
flowers and fruits. All these are symbols 
and unfold to us beautiful lessons in 
themselves, bringing to the devoted 
heart the varied graces and beauties of 
our precious Lord Jesus Christ. The 
almond shows us Christ as the first fruits 
of the Resurrection. He is the golden 
Lily of the Valley. He is the golden 
Rose of Sharon. The lily speaks of our 
Lord in His spotless purity; the rose, of 
our Lord in the crimson glories of His 
redemptive work. The central stem re- 
veals Christ as the altogether lovely 
One. 

This lampstand was made for light. It 
was so constructed that its beams or 
rays of light fell directly upon the cen- 
tral stem, revealing its marvelous sym- 
metry. This is what the Church in her 
highest calling was commissioned to do 
(Continued on page 310) 
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- A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


By ERNEST GORDON 





Encouragements and warnings from all the world 


Philippines.—With freedom which 
came after the American occupa- 
tion, and under the lead of Bishop Agli- 
pay, a third of the membership of the 
Roman Catholic Church in the Philip- 
pines broke away and formed an Inde- 
pendent Church. In going out, these 
reformed Catholics were obliged to sur- 
render their parish and other church 
property because of pressure exerted by 
the Vatican on William H,. Taft, then 
Governor-General. Aglipay sought help 
for his great flock, three times circling 
the globe in his missions of appeal. The 
Unitarians alone responded, fortunately 
feebly, and the Independent Church was 
for some time oriented in that direction. 
Later they revolted and threw out 
heresy, taking the stand that salvation 
comes alone through faith in Christ. 
Their priests, however, lacked training, 
most of them never having read the 
Bible. 

In 1953, first Bishop Sobrepena and 
then Archbishop Los Reyes became inter- 
ested in the great work that Orient Cru- 
saders Dick Hillis, Ellsworth Culver, and 
associates were doing in Formosa (mil- 
lions of Scripture portions distributed, 
nine-month Bible courses with 150,000 
enrolled, high school and village evange- 
lism, and so on). They said: “For fifty 
years we have been an orphan church. 
For the first time we have found a group 
sincerely interested in helping us to find 
the truth. We welcome you to spread 
the teaching of God’s Word in our midst.” 
Culver told the Archbishop he would 
preach the new birth, as Jesus did to 
Nicodemus. “That’s my favorite verse,” 
replied the Archbishop. 

So two million Gospels are rolling off 
the press. World Gospel Crusades have 
promised to supply the need. Some of 
the finest Christian young men in Amer- 
ica have dedicated themselves to this 
promising Reformation movement, 

A great door and effectual is opened. 
This finds expression in the following 
letter from the Archbishop: 

December 1, 1953. 

My dear Mr. Culver: 

We cannot know truth until we find it, 
and we cannot find it but by searching. 
I firmly believe that, as we search the 
Holy Scriptures, we will find all things 
necessary for the salvation of our souls. 
It is my earnest desire that the clergy and 
faithful of my Church become more fruit- 
ful—for our people to possess a true evan- 
gelical spirit. One of the great basic 
needs is to know the fundamental truths 
of the Holy Scriptures, but the vast 
majority of my people do not even have 
a portion of God’s Word. 

Our church numbers two million peo- 

le: we need two million Gospel portions. 

is is a gigantic task. Will you help us? 

I believe the coming of your organiza- 


tion into the Philippines has been directed’ 
by the Holy Spirit to help us meet this 


R ‘ratinnines-— Prospects in the 


need. We welcome you to spread the 
teachings of God's Word in‘our midst. 

In order to bring this about I am call- 
ing upon the clergy to extend their great- 
est possible co-operation, and you may 
rest assured of my determination to co- 
operate to the best of my ability. 

Words do not convey our deep appre- 
ciation. We sincerely pray that the work 
of Orient Crusades will be richly blessed 
by our Father Almighty, and that our 
people will become more familiar with 
the Holy Bible. I beg to remain, 

Most faithfully yours, 
IsaBELO bE Los Reyes, Jr. 
Head Bishop. 
All who want to help in this new de- 
velopment can get information from 
Orient Crusades, P. O. Box 45, Los An- 


geles 53, Calif. 


Mr. Norman Lewis writes me from Ar- 
gentina: An Argentine pastor I deeply 
love works in the earthquake zone, 
overshadowed by the mighty Andes 
mountains. He is tall, well-read, charm- 
ing, a prince of God. His passion. is 
evangelism. He told me: 

“I had gone with a ‘ellow believer 
to a little villagé of four thousand in- 


habitants called Las Casuarinos. Our 


purpose was to offer the Word of God 
in every home. After hours of work, 
when I had but q single Bible left and 
four or five houses still to visit, I 
knocked at the door of a modest dwell- 
ing. The man who came to the door 
was young and humbly dressed. Sev- 
eral children were playing in the patio; 
a woman was washing clothes. I offered 
the man the last Bible, referring to its 
contents, benefits to be derived from 
reading it, and so on. 

“His attitude at first puzzled me, then 
impressed me profoundly. He grasped 
the Bible firmly in his hands, then 
pressed it tightly to his body as he 
sought to hide his tears. He led me into 
the house. When I was seated, he of- 
fered me two letters without comment. 
Both were from the province of Jujuy, 
in the far north of Argentina. 

“The first said, among other things, 
‘The Gospel has entered into our lives 

. . has transformed my home, bring- 
ing joy, peace, and salvation. Try to 
hear the Gospel somewhere. Search 
until you find a Bible and read it.’ The 
other letter contained these words: ‘An- 
gela and I pray every day for you. I 
am so sorry you have not found a Bible 
in the bookstores of San Juan. The 
Bible will tell you what Jesus has done 
for you. Trust in Him, for He alone 
can change your life. Cry to God that 
someone may take the Bible to your 
village.’ 

“When I lifted my eyes, my new- 
found friend, Sr. Zapata, whose wife and 
children had taken their place by his 
side, said, ‘Yesterday I received this 
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letter. This afternoon, the best I knew 
how, I pled with God that in some way 
this book, about which my brother wrote 
me from Jujuy, might come to me. You 
know the rest,’” 


Mr. Lewis is much exercised about the 
quality of mission literature in Latin 
America. That prepared in America is 
too often badly translated, “a criminal 
carelessness in the use of God’s money.” 

“Here in Argentina we can revise 
manuscripts, print tracts, booklets, and 
books in better Spanish at lower costs 
than in the U.S.A. Some of the most 
competent translators in Latin America 
are co-operating. For fifteen cents, we 
can print a good book of one hundred 
pages on strong paper with resistant 
paper covers. We must produce books 
interesting to the unconverted, that will 
present the message which saves.” 

Distribution through colporteurs also 
needs revision. “Books offered to col- 
porteurs usually give a 15 to 30 per cent 
commission. They cannot work on that 
margin. False sects give 50 per cent. 
On this, colporteurs can live, selling 
from house to house, . . . But we must 
first prepare good and cheap literature.” 


An Erudite on the Second Coming.— 
Mr. C. S. Lewis of Magdalen College, 
Oxford, former agnostic, now a Christian, 
writes of the return of Christ. This he 
declares an integral part of the Chris- 
tian revelation, “without believing which 
it would be impossible to retain in any 
recognizable form our belief in the di- 
vinity of Christ and the truth of Chris- 
tianity.” 

Why does this teaching receive such 
scorn and hostility? “Because it is 
wholly uncongenial to the evolutionary, 
or developmental, character of modern 
thought.” But in his opinion “the mod- 
ern conception of progress, or evolution, 
is simply a myth, supported by no evi- 
dence whatever. It is manifestly not the 
case that there is any law of progress 
in ethical, cultural, and social history. 
No one looking at world history, without 
some preconception in favor of progress, 
could find in it a steady up-gradient.” 

The doctrine of the Second Coming 
“teaches us that we do not and cannot 
know when the world drama will end. 
The curtain may be rung down at any 
moment. This seems to some intolerably 
frustrating. So many things would be 
interrupted. , . . But it is not to be re- 
jected because it conflicts with our 
favorite modern mythology. For this 
reason it should be made more fre- 
quently the subject of meditation. It is 
the medicine our condition especially 
needs. ' 

“Our Lord’s teaching consisted of three 
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propositions: (1) That He will certainly 
return, (2) That we cannot possibly 
find out when. (3) And that, therefore, 
we must always be ready for Him, 

“The time of return is unpredictable. 
The schoolboy does not know which part 
of his Virgil lesson he will be made to 
translate. That is why he must be pre- 
pared to translate any passage. The 
sentry does not know at what time an 
enemy will attack, or an officer inspect, 
his post. That is why he must be awake 
all the time. In the English poet Donne’s 
words, ‘What if this present were the 
world’s last night?’” 


President Van Dusen of Union Semi- 
nary, New York, confesses to the increas- 
ing interest in the teaching of Christ’s 
return. In the Madras Missionary Con- 
ference of 1938 it was not even men- 
tioned in the declaration of “The Faith 
by Which the World Lives,” although the 
chairman of the German delegation did 
introduce an affirmation to the effect that 
“Christ will appear in power and glory 
to transform the whole structure of this 
world into His Kingdom of righteousness 
and victory. We are convinced that only 
this eschatological attitude can prevent 
the church from becoming secularized.” 

What, fifteen years ago, was a barely 
heard protest of a tiny minority, con- 
tinues Dr. Van Dusen, “has now become 
the fulcrum of ecumenical discussion. 

. The problem of eschatology (last 
things) may shortly become, if it is not 
already, the framework of American 
theological discussion. American 
Christians must come to grips with this 
term, almost as familiar to their ears 
as was the term ‘ecumenical’ twenty 
years ago, or even ten years ago the term 
‘eschatological.’ They must... attempt 
to comprehend it and why it holds so 
decisive, so pivotal a place in the hope 
of fellow Christians in many lands and 
of so many traditions.” 

Such testimony from so unexpected a 
source is perhaps one more intimation 
that the Lord is awakening Christians 
everywhere to the imminence of His 
coming. 


Dr. Nels Ferre, whom the British 
Weekly calls “scholar and saint,” says on 
page 39 of his book “The Sun and the 
Umbrella”: “The use of the Bible as 
the final authority for Christian truth 
is idolatry. Actually it has become a 
very thick and formidable Umbrella to 
hide the Sun [meaning God], . . . Jesus 
himself, then, may have been misled 
as’ well as helped by the use of Scrip- 
ture both outside, in his struggle 
with Jewish orthodoxy, and within, in 
his own creative imagination and inter- 
pretation.” 

“ .. Such a view of Jesus as sinless 
needs a biological Virgin Birth to bolster 
the miracle. , . . The sinlessness of Jesus 
is an umbrella which keeps away from 
us the truth that God longs to become 
organically incarnate in us—that the 
Light of the Sun is for us all.” 
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That’s not scholarship; rather irre- 
sponsible and foolish assertion. It should 
debar Dr. Ferre from all Christian rela- 
tionships. 

Dr. Ketcham describes him as one who, 
in the words of Jude, “turn the grace of 
God into lasciviousness.” He “reduces 
the virgin Mary to a common prostitute, 
hanging round a German soldiers’ camp 
and having’ relations with one of the 
blond soldiers. In all my forty-one years 
of study of the modernists, I never was 
quite free to apply the term ‘filthy 
dreamers’ to any of them. But after I 
read Nels Ferre’s book, I knew where 
to place them. 

“Jesus Christ is the Grace of God in 
person. There He stands in all His match- 
less beauty, and this man turns the 
grace of God into immorality and says 
that we got Him by an immoral process.” 

So much for Dr. Ferre’s “saintliness.” 
It should also be noted that for years 
Dr. Ferre has been Professor of The- 
ology in Andover-Newton Theological 
Seminary, occupying the Abbott Chair 
of Theology, which in the old days was 
that of the authentic saint and scholar, 
Dr. Edwards A. Park, 


Among Latin Americans.—The First 
Reformation Day service in Spanish, in 
New York, brought 5,000 Porto Ricans 
together in the Riverside Church, on Oc- 
tober 31, 1953. President Mackay of 
Princeton Seminary, a former missionary 
in South America, addressed them in 
Spanish, and a Lutheran, Dr. Scherer, in 
English. The choir was made up of 
choirs of more than a hundred Spanish- 
speaking Protestant churches in New 
York, and the service was followed by a 
procession with bands and floats. 

High Catholic clergy in South America 
have attacked the Wycliffe Summer 
School of Linguistics in the University of 
Oklahoma, and Mr. LeTourneau’s project 
in Peru, as undercover attack on Cath- 
olic America. In the (Catholic) Denver 
Register, the Rev. Paul H. Hallett calls 
our missionaries “troublemakers,” and 
urges our Government to refuse pass- 
ports to them. , 

A missionary in South America sends 
me some news which will not be dis- 
played in the American press. Thus, a 
big arms-dump has been found in a con- 
vent in Bolivia. A priest was arrested, 
and the machine guns _ confiscated. 
Which suggests active co-operation in 
revolution! In Porto ‘Alegre, Brazil, a 
secret passage has been discovered by 
workmen repairing a sewer. It ran from 
the Governor’s palace to a convent, and 
again suggests political intimacies be- 
tween Rome and the local government. 
When a reporter was dispatched to ex- 
amine these tunnels, a phone call to the 
city hall from the bishop caused the 
engineer quickly to seal off this subter- 
ranean passage. 

Mr, Edward Wyman of the Spanish 
Bible Institute, San Antonio, a Nazarene 
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missionary in Argentina, tells of a pastor 
going into an Argentinian restaurant and 
ordering ham and eggs. The waitress 
reminded him that it was Friday. “Never 
mind,” he answered, 

“If you want to sin, I'll not be a party 
to it,” retorted the waitress. Whereat 
the minister prepared to go elsewhere. 

At that she offered to prepare the dish. 
While, however, he was offering thanks 
over it, a kitchen attendant came and 
whispered: “Don’t touch that food! Pay 
your bill at once and leave!” Thus 
warned, he detected the odor of cyanide 
in it, 


Songs of Praise.—The seventy-fifth 
anniversary of the coming of Protestant 
missions to the Congo has been recently 
celebrated. One feature was the tour of 
the Ubangi area by the Norwegian Bap- 
tist Mission Band and choir of thirty- 
two members, dressed in white uni- 
forms. In thirty day$ they gave forty 
concerts. The band was organized fif- 
teen years ago, but since it is composed 
entirely of schoolboys, its personnel is 
constantly changing. Yet they play well 
and sing in four-part harmony. They 
have an African leader. “To hear them 
play ‘Onward, Christian Soldiers,’ ‘Dare 
To Be a Daniel,’ and ‘What a Friend We 
Have in Jesus’ really stirs one’s heart.” 

At the American Presbyterian Mission 
Station at Kakinda, “heavenly Negro 
spirituals were sung by white mission- 
aries and natives together.” 

The Lushai tribespeople, living on the 
edge of Burma-India, number two hun- 
dred thousand, and ninety per cent are 
Christians. This after fifty years of 
evangelism by English Baptist mission- 
aries. These former head-hunters are 
generally literate and their churches 
self-supporting. They are a_ singing 
church. Mr. Carter, who tells the story 
in World Dominion, takes Messiah rec- 
ords and a phonograph on his church 
visitation. Nearly every church asks if 
he has these Handel records. “When the 
congregation, old and young, have lis- 
tened with rapt attention to ‘Life up 
your heads,’ or ‘Worthy is the Lamb,’ 
the response is often, ‘May we have that 
again? There is a phrase we are not 
getting quite right yet.’” 

On their fiftieth jubilee, the people of ' 
hundreds of Christian villages assembled 
before dawn and then all the scattered 
groups, ranging from a hundred souls 
to over a thousand, burst out.with “Jesus 
shall reign where’er the sun does his 
successive journeys run.” 

So in Africa and Asia, in Europe and 
the Americas: 

“As o’er each continent and island 
The dawn leads on another day, 


The voice of prayer is never silent, 
Nor dies the strain of praise away. 
“The sun that bids us rest is waking 
Our brethren ‘neath the western sky, 
And hour by hour fresh lips are making 
Thy wondrous doings heard on high. 
“So be it, Lord; Thy throne shall never, 
Like earth's proud empires pass away; 
Thy Kingdom stands, and grows forever, 
Till all Thy creatures own Thy sway.” 
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Christ’s Seven Last Messages 
(Continued from page 307) 


in a world plunged into midnight dark- 
ness by the extinguishing of the Light 
of the world on Calvary. She is to 
throw the light of her testimony on 
Christ, revealing His matchless beauty 
to a lost and dying world. She is called 
to “show forth the excellencies of him 
who called you out of darkness into 
his marvellous light” (1 Pet. 2:9, A.S.V.). 
Through our witness-bearing we reveal 
to the world the beauties we find in 
Him. How many today see no beauty 
in our lovely and precious Redeemer? 
The beauty is there, but sightless eyes 
cannot see it. The light of unregener- 
ate reason, speculative philosophy, or 
worldly wisdom will not reveal it. It 
becomes our solemn responsibility to 
focus our light’ upon the central Stem, 
and as we walk’in the light as He is in 
the light—not in nature’s darkness—as 
priests unto our God, the beauties of 
Jesus our Lord will be revealed. 

Linked forever with Christ, may we 
never lose sight of the precious lessons 
of the golden lampstand. We are linked 
with Him down here in suffering (1 
Pet.); in fruitfulness (John 13); in tes- 
timony (Rev. 1); in eternal union (Rom. 
8); in eternal glory (John 17). 


The Special Objects of His Care 


In no other portion of the Word of 
God do we find a greater insight into 
our Lord’s heart and interests than in 
the messages to the seven churches of 
Asia. In each burning message He ap- 
peals to the individual church. Each is 
solemnly responsible before Him and 
hears its special message from His own 
lips. Each church, having different con- 
ditions, has the message most suited to 
its needs. Each church has a written 
message; each church is the special ob- 
ject of His watchful care and untiring 
interest. 


In each He knows our works. His 
omniscient eye watches all that His peo- 
ple do for Him, for His people, for His 
servants, for the lost, the tempted, the 
tried, the sick, and the suffering. Even 
the cup of cold water cannot lose its 
reward; no tract given out ever escapes 
His eye; He sees every soul dealt with, 
all our labor of love. He knows and 
appreciates, and some day He will be- 
stow on those who faithfully serve Him 
the rich reward of crowns, cities, king- 
doms, and worlds, 

He knows our patience (Rev. 2:2). 
This is a wonderful grace. The great- 
est men of Scripture were prone to lose 
“their patience. Moses, the meekest man 
that ever lived, lost it before the rebels 
who heated up his holy soul in their 
clamor for water. Jonah lost his pa- 


tience ‘when he got out of sympathy with 
a patient God. Paul lost his patience 
with Israel’s high priest. Only one Man 
never lost His patience, and that Man 
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was Jesus our Lord. So our Lord com- 
mends His people when, like Him, they 
show patience—patience to the hypo- 
crites in Ephesus, patience to the false 
apostles, the false Jews; patience in 
tribulation, in martyrdom. How our 
Lord shines out in His earthly life be- 
cause of His infinite patience! May we 
seek to imitate the patient One. We 
shall need this heavenly, Christlike grace 
as days grow darker and the path grows 
more difficult. May we in patience pos- 
Sess our souls, when home in Heaven it 
will be no longer needed. He offers a 
solution for all our special problems. 
He is just the same today. Whatever 
your problem may be, our Lord has an 
answer. He loves to have us bring the 
hard problems of our lives to Him. We 
cannot bear these crushing heartaches 
alone. His bosom will be our refuge. 
Nestle your tried and tempted soul upon 
it and, like those of old, tell Him all 
things (Mark 6:30). 

He foresees all our trials) He knows 
every wind of adversity before it blows 
upon us., He foreknows Satan’s plans. 
Before the tempter crossed Peter’s path, 
the Lord Jesus knew all the evil designs 
and the snare. Christ would not allow 
the evil one to go too far. Our vision 
is veiled, we cannot see one step before 
us; God kindly blinds our eyes. But 
the Lord Jesus sees every path that we 
shall tread, and He can help us escape 
the snare of the fowler, He can be a 
haven in the storm, an anchor of the 
soul, Let us take heart—He foreknows. 
Our Lord acts quickly in judgment 
(Rev. 2:5). As a rule, God is slow to 
anger but quick to show mercy. His 
longsuffering is infinite. History is a 
written proof of this fact. The Old Tes- 
tament proves it. 


He Knows Our Failures 


He knows our failures. What sad rec- 
ords of sin and miserable failures we 
have! Ephesus failed in her warm af- 
fection to Him who had loved her. On 
the cross our Lord yearned for com- 
forters and human sympathy. He needs 
that no longer, for His sufferings are 
over; but on resurrection ground He 
longed for love, This is why He searched 
Peter’s heart. The greatest tragedy that 
can befall any Christian is to leave his 
first love for his Saviour. It is the great- 
est tragedy for a church. Any fall is 
possible after this fall has been realized. 
The great problem that confronts the 
Church of God today is the problem of 
divorce. Its hidden cause is revealed 
here. Someone has crossed our path and 
weaned away our heart from our first 
lover. The old, sly world would wean 
our heart from the Lord Jesus, our 
Lover. Let us search our hearts and 
renew our covenant, in the solitude of 
our rooms on our knees; and, in the 
presence of our Lover, tell Him again 
and again, “Lord Jesus, I love Thee.” 


He knows our poverty. He shared 
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life’s penuries with us when as one of 
the poor He dwelt on earth. He knew 
poverty far deeper than we shall ever 
know it. He had no bed, no pillow, no 
money. How many things He must bor- 
row! In this He understands us. Pov- 
erty these churches may experience, 
privation may become their lot; the dark, 
underground catacombs may be entered 
and the deep poverty of martyrdom be 
felt; yet the Lord Jesus knows all about 
it. He will share the bitterness with 
His people; and, though poor, through 
His grace they shall make many rich. 


He Knows Our Zeal 

He knows all about our zeal, He 
knows and appreciates when the heart 
beats true to Him. He knows when in 
our burning zeal we detest. the hypocrite, 
the shallow professor, the one who seeks 
to cover a sinful heart with a cloak of 
religion, some cloak of a false piety. 
Our Lord knows when our soul flames 
in righteous indignation against the 
blasphemy of that holy name by which 
we are called, when the spurious advo- 
cates uSe that name in downright de- 
ception. Our zeal is like fire, a useful 
thing when under control and used for 
man’s good, but a terrible scourge when 
allowed to spread its devastating flames 
unchecked, as in the case of forest fires. 

He knows how to reward the over- 
comer. How brightly His wisdom shines 
forth here! He knows how to stir our 
hearts, the incentive that will fan the 
feeble spark into a flame of devotion to 
His precious name. How rich and profit- 
able it is to study these great rewards! 
To Ephesus is offered the partaking of 
the tree of life (Rev. 2:7). Adam in his 
earthly paradise could never partake of 
the tree of life. Here in the heavenly 
paradise the overcomer enjoys the bless- 
ing lost by Adam, the fallen and out- 
cast. To Smyrna, about to suffer un- 
speakable atrocities, He declares that the 
overcomer shall not be hurt of the sec- 
ond death. Enemies may destroy the 
body but they cannot kill the soul. To 
Pergamos He offers the hidden manna, 
the white stone, and the new name. To 
Thyatira, which had a lust for worldly 
power and influence, the bright reward 
was offered of rule, power, victory, and 
the morning star. To Sardis was prom- 
ised the glittering robe of whiteness, 
a perpetual place in the book of life, 
and confession before His Father and 
the angels. Philadelphia has offered to 
it the place as pillars in God’s house and 
the writing of a new name. Laodicea 
is offered association with the enthroned 
Overcomer as He sits enthroned in His 
Father’s throne, 

(To be continued) 
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LESSON 4. APRIL 25. AHIJAH FORESEES A DIVIDED KINGDOM 


1 Kings 11:1 to 12: 24; printed text, 11:29-38 


Golden Text.—If thou wilt hearken 7. a oat | command thee, and wilt walk in my ways, . . 


. E will be with thee, 


id thee a sure house.—1 Kings 11:38 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

1 Kings 11:29 And it came to pass at that time when Jero- 
boam went out of Jegusalem, that the prophet Ahijah the 
Shilonite found him in the way; and he had clad himself 
with a new garment; and they two were alone in the field: 

30 And Ahijah caught the new garment that was on him, 
and rent it in twelve pieces: 

31 And he said to Jeroboam, Take thee ten pieces: for thus 
saith the Lorp, the God of Israel, Behold, I will rend the 
kingdom out of the hand of Solomon, and will give ten tribes 
to thee: 

32 (But he shall have one tribe for my servant David’s 
sake, and for Jerusalem’s sake, the city which I have chosen 
out of all the tribes of Israel: ) 

33 Because that they have forsaken me, and have wor- 
shipped Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, Chemosh the 
god of the Moabites, and Milcom the god of the children of 
Ammon, and have not walked in my ways, to do that which is 
right in mine eyes, and to keep my statutes and my judg- 
ments, as did David his father. 


34 Howbeit I will not take the whole kingdom out of his 
hand: but I will make him prince all the days of his life for 
David my servant’s sake, whom I chose, because he kept my 
commandments and my statutes: 

35 But I will take the kingdom out of his son's hand, and 
will give it unto thee, even ten tribes. 

36 And unto his son will I give one tribe, that David my 
servant may have a light alway before me in Jerusalem, the 
city which I have chosen me to put my name there. 

37 And I will take thee, and thou shalt reign according to 
all that thy soul desireth, and shalt be king over Israel. 

38 And it shall be, if thou wilt hearken unto all that I 
command thee, and wilt walk in my ways, and do that is 
right in my sight, to keep my statutes and my eommand- 
ments, as David my servant did; that I will be with thee, and 
build thee a sure house, as I built for David, and will give 
Israel unto thee. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


E story of the northern kingdom 
of Israel is indeed a sad one. It 
could not be otherwise, for it 
started with an act of rebellion against 
the house of David, God’s chosen line. 
While it is true that Ahijah the prophet 
declared that God was giving the king- 
dom to Jeroboam (1 Kings 11:31), as a 
judgment on the sins of Solomon, never- 
theless Jeroboam’s attitude was not one 
of -humble acceptance of a divine ap- 
pointment, but of haughty rebellion 
against the house of David. First he 
tried to wrest the kingdom from Solo- 
mon instead of waiting God’s time (cf. 
vs. 25 and 26 of 1 Kings 11). Then, when 
the kingdom fell to him, instead of estab- 
lishing it in righteousness, he sought to 
secure it by a wretched expedient— 
idolatry (12:26-28). 

It is not surprising, then, that the 
northern. kingdom endured only about 
two hundred years before being wiped 
out of existence. And those two cen- 
turies were marked by constant up- 
heaval. Instead of a stable dynasty, it 
had nine different dynasties, the change- 
over usually taking place in an act of 
violence. Although a few were pros- 
perous to a degree, every one of its nine- 
teen kings was bad. 

Over against that, the kingdom of 
Judah survived its northern neighbor by 
more than a century, yet it had only the 
same number of kings, all of the house 
of David. (There was one brief usurpa- 





tion, when Athaliah, daughter of Ahab, 
seized the throne for six years.) In 
addition, Israe] (the northern kingdom) 
came down with no prospect of recov- 
ery, while Judah preserved the sure 
hope of the unfailing promises of God. 


Despite the awful apostasy of the 
northern tribes, God’s patience and long- 
Suffering were shown in His sending 
them prophets, including Elijah and 
Elisha. Although they forsook Him, He 
would not forsake them. In the remain- 
ing lessons of this quarter, we shall meet 
some of those valiant servants of God 
who carried the word of the Lord to 
backslidden Israel. 


Verse by Verse 

1 Kings 11:29.—“Ahijah the Shilonite 
found him in the way; and he had clad 
himself with a new garment ....” A 
Shilonite was a native of Shiloh. His 
finding of Jeroboam must not be re- 
garded as a chance meeting, but a divine 
appointment. Jeroboam’s new garment 
can be explained by verse 28. 

Verse 30.—“And Ahijah ... rent it in 
twelve pieces.” Having one’s new gar- 
ment ripped in pieces before his eyes 
would be no pleasant experience. I won- 
der what Jeroboam’s immediate reaction 
was! At any rate, he restrained himself. 
(Some think that it was his own garment 
which the prophet tore.) 

Verse 31.—“Behold, I will rend the 
kingdom out of the hand: of Solomon, 
and will give ten tribes to thee.” It was, 
a symbolic act, to represent the division 
of the kingdom. Such acted ,parables 
are common in the prophets (Jer. 19: 





1, 10-13; 27:2-8; Ezek. 4:1-17; and so 
forth). 


Verse 32.—“(But he shall have one 
tribe for my servant David’s sake, and 
for Jerusalem’s sake ...)” Jerusalem 
must remain with the seed of David as 
the seat of God’s house. . For the ten 
tribes of verse 3] and the one tribe of 
verse 32 see Topics for Development. 
Notice that verse 32 is parenthetical. 
For the reason of verse 31 we go to 
verse 33. 


Verse 33.—“Because that they have for- 
saken me ,... and have not walked in 
my ways... as did David his father.” 


Notice the plural “they.” It is not sur- 
prising that when the king acted as he 
did (vs. 1-8), many of the people took 
Aheir cue from him and drifted into 
idolatry. The practices connected with 
the worship of these gods were cruel and 
debasing in the extreme. 


Verse 34.—“But I will make him prince 
all the days of his life for David my 
servant’s sake ...” Two alleviations of 
judgment God made with regard to Solo- 
mon: He did not take away the whole 
kingdom, and He did not take it away 
in Solomon’s day. But these concessions 
were for David’s sake, and because of 
God’s covenant with David. 

Verse 35.—“But I will take the king- 
dom out of his son’s hand...” Was 
this making the son suffer for the 
father’s sins? We can only say that 
Rehoboam showed himself unworthy of 
the kingship, and it was the grace of 
God that retained a kingdom to him at 
all. See chapter 12. 
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Verse 36.—“And unto his son.will I 
give one tribe, that David .. . may have 
a light ... in Jerusalem...” Here 


again is the double reason. The house 
of David must be preserved, and Jeru- 
salem must fulfill its destiny as “the city 
of the great King.” 

Verse 37.—“Thou shalt reign according 
to all that thy soul desireth ...” It 
was God’s act to set Jeroboam on the 
throne of Israel, but even here is an 
indication that his reign would be one 
of willfulness—not according to the will 
of God. 

Verse 38.—“If thou wilt hearken ,.. 
and wilt walk in my ways ...I will 
. .. build thee a sure house .. .” Never- 
theless he is challenged to walk obe- 
diently, after the manner of David, with 
promise of like perpetuity and divine 
preservation. This, however, was en- 
tirely a conditional promise, not like the 
“sure mercies of David” (Isa. 55:3). 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Solomon was the son of David and 
Bathsheba. The name Solomon (sig- 
nifying “peaceful”) was given by his 
mother (2 Sam. 12:24), but God, through 
Nathan the prophet, named him Jedidiah, 
which means “beloved of Jehovah” (v. 
25). But there was something pro- 
phetic in the name given by his mother. 
God had revealed to David that a son 
of his, who would be a man of peace, 
would build the house of God that David 
himself had desired to build (1 Chron. 
22:8-10). David and Bathsheba seem to 
have recognized in this child the one of 
whom God had spoken. 

It is clear, then, that Solomon was 
one of God’s chosen, set apart from birth 
for a holy calling. Moreover, he was 
greatly blessed with a knowledge of God, 
who appeared to him twice, besides en- 
dowing him with great wisdom and un- 
derstanding. Yet this man turned away 
from his early integrity, followed a 
course of self-indulgence, and so lost 


his vision of God that he not only per- _ 


mitted his wives to practice their idol- 
atry, but made provision for them to do 
so. There is some dispute as to whether 
or not Solomon himself engaged in idol- 
atrous worship, but his promotion of it 
was certainly equivalent to personal 
practice, and it is evident that his actions 
introduced an epidemic of idolatry 
among the people. Certainly the most 
favored child of God needs the warning, 
“Let him that thinketh he standeth take 
heed lest he fall” (1 Cor. 10:12). 

God cannot indulge, nor easily deal 
with, the sins of His people. While it 
is true that “there is therefore now no 
condemnation to them which are in 
Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:1), it is equally 
true that He will chasten His people for 
their sins. Not only in the political 
sphere are crowns and thrones lost. 
The spiritual sphere witnesses the same, 
Solomon is only one of many who have 
forfeited.their crowns (Rev. 3:11). The 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


3. (16) April 18.—Christ the Living 
Lord. (Easter.) John 19:41, 42; 20 and 21 


Next Week’s Lesson 


5. (2) May 2.—Judgment on Jero- 
WR: escebee c 6a 1 Kings 12:25-33; 14:1-20 








damage wrought by the sins of the saints 
is beyond reckoning. 

But in judgment God remembers 
mercy and faithfulness. “The gifts and 
calling of God are without repentance” 
(Rom. 11:29). So He remembered His 
covenant with David, and did not take 
away all His mercy from Solomon. In 
like manner He does not withdraw 
mercy from us—for Christ’s sake. Truly, 


“he hath not dealt with us after our. 


sins; nor rewarded us according to our 
iniquities” (Psa. 103:10). 


With mercy and with judgment 
My web of time He wove, 
And aye the dews of sorrow 
Were lustered with His love. 
I'll bless the hand that guided, 
I'll bless the heart that planned, 
When throned where glory dwelleth 
In Immanuel's land. 
—Annie R. Cousin. 


Outline of the Lesson 
1, The man who failed God—-Solomon 


2. The man who spoke for God—Ahijah 
3. The man who rejected God—Jeroboam 


Topics for Development 

Ten and One. There is a seeming dis- 
crepancy in the number of tribes given 
to Jeroboam and to Rehoboam. Com- 
pare 1 Kings 11:13, 30, 31, 32, 35, 36; 12: 
20, 21. There were twelve tribes in Is- 
rael. The Levites were not counted 
among the tribes, but Joseph counted 
for two—Ephraim and Manasseh. Ahi- 
jah, by the word of the Lord, gave ten 
tribes to Jeroboam, and one to Solo- 
mon’s son. But that makes only eleven. 
Then we see that Benjamin followed 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT does the name Solomon mean? 
2. What was Solomon’s other 
name, and who gave it to him? 
3. Who was Solomon’s (1) father, (2) 
mother? 
4. What three things did Solomon mul- 
tiply, contrary to the command of God? 
5. How was Solomon influenced by his 
wives? 
6. Who were the three adversaries who 
rose against Solomon? 
7. How did Solomon first come to 
notice Jeroboam? 
8. What prophecy did Ahijah make 
concerning Jeroboam? 
9. What false step did Jeroboam take 
after hearing the prophecy of Ahijah? 
10. What stigma is attached to Jero- 
boam in the record of sacred history? 
(Answers on page 319) 
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Rehoboam (12:21). That would make 
two, not one. Again, Simeon was com- 
pletely surrounded by Judah, and there 
is no word of a tribal trek on Simeon’s 
part to the north. That would make 
three tribes for the southern kingdom, 
unless Simeon: were by this time scat- 
tered in fulfillment of Genesis 49:7. But 
even so, only nine full tribes would be 
left for the northern kingdom. It is 
admittedly a difficulty. Keil suggests 
that the numbers,/ten and one, are sym- 
bolic rather than mathematical, and our 
professor of Hebrew at Moody Bible 
Institute, with whom I discussed the 
question, leans to the same view. We 
know that numbers are frequently used 
in a symbolic sense throughout the 
Bible, and it may be so here. 

Whose Robe? The reading in our 
King James Version of 1 Kings 11:29, 30 
certainly suggests that it was Jeroboam 
who was wearing the new garment, and 
that it was Jeroboam’s garment which 
the prophet took hold of and divided 
into twelve pieces. The A.S.V., however, 
reads in verse 29, “Now Ahijah had clad 
himself with a new garment,” Ahijah 
being in italics, indicating that the word 
is not in the original, but that the re- 
visers had reason to believe that it was 
his own garment which the prophet tore, 
Opinion is divided. Ewald the critic 
takes it to be Jeroboam’s garment, while 
Keil disagrees. Geikie, in his “Hours 
with the Bible,” regards it as Jeroboam’s 
garment. The point may not be impor- 
tant, but Jeroboam’s promotion, indicated 
in verse 28, would certainly justify his 
having new clothes, and Ahijah’s office 
and message would justify his dramatic 
action, even to the rending of Jeroboam’s 
garment. A new wrap was a small price 
for a kingdom! 

I have been thinking, too, of the dif- 
ference between Jeroboam’s rent gar- 
ment and our Lord’s seamless robe, 
which even in the hands of His enemies 
was preserved whole. In Jeroboam’s 
hand the Law of the Lord was rent in 
pieces as truly as his garment in Ahi- 
jah’s hands, and it was an unstable king- 
dom over which he ruled, built on in- 
iquity instead of righteousness, and 
finally swept away without promise or 
hope of recovery. The seamless robe 
of Jesus speaks not only of the gift.of 
righteousness for sinners, but of a king- 
dom which shall never pass away—the 
kingdom of righteousness, the Kingdom 
of God. 


Personal Applications 

To love what God prohibits is the 
surest way to lose your kingdom. See 
Deuteronomy 17:14-17, and compare 1 
Kings 9:26-28; 10:14, 26, 28; 11:1-3. 

“Be ye not unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers” (2 Cor. 6:14). Dis- 
obey that command, and it is more likely 
that the unbeliever will influence you 
than that you will influence the unbe- 
liever. 

Better be the humblest subject in the 
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Lesson for April 25 


Kingdom of God than king of a realm 
at enmity with God. 

If Solomon’s life had equaled his Prov- 
erbs, Rehoboam might never have lost 
his kingdom. Be careful, Father! 


Golden Text 
1 Kings 11:38.—“If thou wilt hearken 
. ; 208~ <1 CR... +5 Oe... « 2s 
thee a sure house.” When you read God’s 
“I will,” look for the “If thou wilt.” 
There is no risk in setting out on such 
a path. God’s “I will” cannot fail. 


ELMHuRST, ILL, 
: w 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep HyMNsS 
“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 
“I Need Thee Every Hour” 
“O Jesus, I Have Promised” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, whose love yearns for our 
full devotion, forgive us that we fail to 
know and love Thee as we ought, that 
we forget Thee and disregard Thy will 
in our ambitions, plans, pleasures, and 
pursuits. Enrich our experience of sal- 
vation in Christ that all our desire may 
be toward Thee and nothing may appeal 
to us that dishonors or. displeases Thee. 
Bless this new series of lesson studies 
to us and all who follow it. May we 
hear and heed all Thou shalt say to us 
from Thy Word. Help us to spread Thy 
truth to those about us and those afar 
who need it. To all Thy hard-pressed 
servants give help and strength, light and 
comfort. To the rebellious give repent- 
ance, and recovery to the fallen. Be the 
guide and support of all leaders and of 
all parents and teachers, and prosper 
the labors of all who serve the cause and 
Kingdom of our blessed Lord. Hear us 
for His sake. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—It’s a log-cabin-to- 
White-House story we study today and 
next week, the story of Jeroboam, the 
first man to rule Israel’s northern tribes 
after the break was made from Judah. 
We may surmise that Jeroboam had a 
log-cabin start in life, for he came of 
obscure parents and his mother was 
widowed. Widows with children to raise 
in those times were usually in hard cir- 
cumstances. Doubtless Jeroboam had to 
get out and help, and in that way 
learned early to apply himself and de- 
velop his gifts and abilities. In these 
he was above the average, and so came 
under the notice of Solomon, who pro- 
moted him to supervise some government 
construction work. Then a greater than 
Solomon took a hand in Jeroboam’s life 
to open dazzling prospects before him. 
God sent His prophet, Ahijah, to tell 
Jeroboam that after the death of Solo- 
mon the northern tribes would form a 
Separate kingdom and Jeroboam would 
rule them. 

So for Jeroboam the log cabin was far 
behind and the White House was in sight, 
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But position and power and prosperity 
bring peril. It is always a question when 
God gives us success as to what we will 
do with it and what it will do to us. 
Will the position and power we attain 
be uSed for self or for God? God warned 





put THE GLORY OF coo 


Jeroboam of this danger and encouraged 
him to put the Lord first with this prom- 
ise, “If thou wilt hearken unto all that 
I command thee, and wilt walk in my 
ways ...I will be with thee, and build 
thee a sure house.” 











In our land of privilege and oppor- 
tunity the future is bright with promis- 
ing prospects to young people who will 
apply themselves. But worldly success 
can make us forget God, and then our 
very success becomes our undoing. In 
all your ambitions and undertakings be 
sure to put God first by obeying Him 
whatever the cost. Then, whether or not 
you have worldly success, you will have 
God, and that is what matters most. 


Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And Ahijah caught the new garment 
. - , and rent it in twelve pieces” (1 
Kings 11:30).—Ahijah gave Jeroboam 
“one of those object lessons in the form 
of an acted parable, which to the East- 
ern mind are more effective than any 
words.” 

Jeremiah was told to hide a girdle 
until it was marred, to symbolize the 
fact that the Lord would mar the pride 
of Judah, and the great pride of Jeru- 
salem (Jer. 13). For other acted par- 
ables, see Jeremiah, chapters 19 and 27; 
Ezekiel, chapters 4, 5, and 12. 

The Chinese say, “A picture is worth 
a thousand words.” Acting on that prin- 
ciple, many youth workers throughout 
the world use object lessons and flan- 
nelgraphs, 

In 1939 and 1940 it was my privilege 
to manage “Sermons From Science”— 
the Christian Business Men’s Committee’s 
Exhibit on Treasure Island, where Dr. 
Irwin Moon gave his series of electrical 
demonstrations. Now I can scarcely gq 
anywhere without meeting persons who 


Time To Taxe (CK Our Or OY i! 








RL “THEY HAVE FORSAKEN ME, AND HAVE 
WORSHIPPED ASHTORETH THE 
. fiz» GODDESS OF THE ZIDONIANS” 


ad 

















314 (10) 
distinctly recall the truth impressed 
upon them by the demonstrations. 

“And he said to Jeroboam, Take thee 
ten, pieces .. .” (1 Kings 11:31).—The 
twelve pieces represented the twelve 
tribes of Israel. The Prophet Ahijah 
foresaw the division of the kingdom of 
Israel. .Ten tribes were to be given to 
Jeroboam to reign over. 

Jeroboam was a young, valiant, vigor- 
ous, and ambitious person. King Solo- 
mon made him “ruler over all the charge 
Lor levy] of the house of Joseph” (i.e., 
Ephraim and Manasseh). 

When a man is promoted from ob- 
scurity to a place of great prominence 
he needs grace to remain humble. This, 
Jeroboam lacked; and as a result soon 
suffered the consequences of his arro- 
gance. 

A farmer went with his son into a 
wheat field to see if it was ready for 
harvest. “See, Father,” exclaimed the 
boy, “how straight those stems hold up 
their heads! They must be the best ones, 
Those that hang their heads down, I am 
Sure, cannot be good for much.” The 
farmer plucked a stalk of each kind, and 
said, “See here, foolish child! This stalk 
that stood so straight is lightheaded, and 
almost good for nothing; while this that 
hung its.head so modestly is full of the 
most beautiful grain.” 

“Because that they have forsaken me, 
and have worshipped Ashtoreth .. .” 
(1 Kings 11:33).—Solomon had married 
women of the Moabites, Ammonites, 
Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites. And 
when he was old, his wives turned away 
his heart after their false gods. The 
Lord warned him that for this idolatry 
He would rend the kingdom from him 
in the days of his son. 

Oh, the disasters due to the unequal 
yoke! How different conditions would 
be in many lives today if all believers 
contemplating marriage to unbelievers 
acted as did Eliza Embert of Paris. She 
was the daughter of a wealthy citizen 
, and was betrothed to a young man who 
was handsome and much thought, of. Be- 
fore the wedding they were at a party 
and the bridegroom started entertaining 
the young folks with sly remarks upon 
religion—old women’s faith, as he 
called it. 

Finally the bride approached him 
quietly and asked him to stop such mock- 
ery as she could not endure it. His 
reply was, “My clever little bride is 
surely not involved in such silly things,” 
and then proceeded to jest all the more. 

A second time the prospective bride 
approached him, and, with tears in her 
eyes and a tremor in her voice, said 
firmly: “From this moment I am no 
more yours. Whoever does not hold 
God and His Word sacred, will not hold 
the marriage tie sacred; and whoever 
does not love God will not truly love 
his wife.” 

This brought the young man to his 
senses. He insisted he was merely jest- 
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ing, and pretended he did have some 
respect for God and His Word. But 
it was all in vain. She remained by 
her resolution, and never had need to 
repent of it. 

“I will make him prince all the days 
of his life for David my servant’s sake 

.” (1 Kings 11:34).—How little Solo- 
mon realized his vast debt to his father 
David! How little the Jews realize their 
inestimable debt to their fathers, Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob! (Rom, 11:28.) 

It is impossible for anyone to state 
what proportion of America’s present 
blessing is directly due to the Lord’s 
appreciation of the godly forefathers 
who founded this nation. 

It becomes each one of us who has 
—or had—godly parents to bear in mind 
that some of the blessings we are en- 
joying stem from their faithfulness to 
God. | 

I read an interesting thing along this 
line, but in an altogether temporal way. 
Two aged daughters of France’s late 
Marshal Foch, World War I supreme 
wes commander, will inherit a $280,000 
state from an Englishman they never 
saw or heard of. Walter Butcher of 
Angmering, England, who died last“Au- 
gust at ninety, left his holdings to the 
Foch daughters because of his admira- 
tion and respect for their father. The 
estate consists of land and property in 
Sussex and Cornwall, a fine herd of Jer- 
sey cattle, and dollar holdings in the 
U.S.A. H. A. Foley, lawyer for Butcher, 
Said the Foch daughters, both in their 
seventies, 
when they heard of the legacy. 

“If thou wilt hearken ...I will be 
with thee, and build thee a sure house 
...-” (1 Kings 11:38).—Simple obedience 
to the will of the Lord would assure 
him the presence of the Lord and a dy- 
nasty. But Jeroboam lacked faith in the 
promises of the Lord. He resorted to 
personal schemes and plans, and lost all 
that was promised. He came to a sad 
end, and, as another has said, “God has 
placed the stamp of eternal infamy on 
his name.” Twenty-three times over, 
in one form or another, it is said that 
“Jeroboam the son of Nebat ., . made 
Israel to sin.” What is our attitude 
toward the “exceeding great and pre- 
cious promises” of God? 

Wawona, CALIF, 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, “Jeroboam, the son of 

Nebat, who made Israel to sin.” 
Time after time that statement thunders 
forth in Scripture. It could not be for- 
gotten. Not even time or circumstance 
could erase the foul blot on Israel caused 
by Jeroboam’s defiance and rebellion 
against God. Here was a man who 
heaped up sin like a mountain range 
and swept a whole nation into idolatry 


were absolutely bewildered 
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and ultimate destruction. His evil in- 
fluence extended through the reigns of 
nineteen kings of Israel over a period 
of about two hundred and fifty years. 
The record of these kings is saturated 
with idolatry—the calf worship which 
Jeroboam had set up at Dan and at 
Bethel—and punctuated with assassina- 
tions, suicides, invasions by Israel’s en- 
emies, and a continual state of upheaval, 
confusion, and misery. 

As a sample, here is the curse that 
came upon Baasha, one of the kings who 
followed Jeroboam: Came the word of 
the Lord, saying, “Forasmuch as I ex- 
alted thee out of the dust, and made 
thee prince over my people Israel; and 
thou hast walked in the way of Jero- 
boam, and hast made my people Israel 
to sin . . . behold, I will take away the 
posterity of Baasha, and the posterity 
of his house; and will make thy house 
like the house of Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat. Him that dieth of Baasha in the 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Lesson for April 25 


city shall the dogs eat; and him that 
dieth of his in the fields shall the fowls 
of the air eat” (1 Kings 16:2-4). What 
a pattern this man Jeroboam set up for 
himself and his successors! He might 
well be called “The man who flew in 
the face of God.” Finally, in the reign 
of Hoshes, Jeroboam’s eighteenth suc- 
cessor, the ten tribes constituting the 
Kingdom of Israe] ‘were carried away 
captive to Babylon, . 

Fellows, Jeroboam plunged headlong 
into a tragic blundér. His course proves 
what folly it is to be heedless of God’s 
clear commands. He had a wonderful 
opportunity to make good. He was not 
of royal family, but came up from the 
common people; yet became the king of 
a great nation. In the language of the 
street, “He had all the breaks.” To be- 
gin with, he was an employee of King 
Solomon when the Prophet Ahijah met 
him in the way and in dramatic fashion 
stripped ten pieces from his own gar- 
ment and gave them to Jeroboam, say- 
ing: “Thus saith the Lord, the God of 
Israel, Behold, I will rend the kingdom 
out of the hand of Solomon, and will 
give ten tribes to thee .. . and thou shalt 
reign according to all that thy soul de- 
sireth, and shalt be king over Israel. 
And it shall be, if thou wilt hearken 
to all that I command thee, and wilt 
walk in my ways, and do that [which] 
is right in my sight, to keep my statutes 
and my commandments, as David my 
servant did; that I will be with thee, 
and build thee a sure house ., . and will 
give Israel unto thee.” 

My, what resources! What a backing! 
If ever a young man had the wide open 
opportunity to lead a life of power and 
wealth and highest satisfaction, that 
young man was “Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, who made Israel to sin.” But he 
foolishly threw his life away, thinking 
he could defy God and live according to 
the wickedness of his own heart. 

Next week we will see how God pun- 
ished him, not only in ignominious fail- 
\ ure, but set up his name as a perpetual 
monument of shame and disgrace. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
Tue Kincpom Is Divivep 


WO years ago we studied the history 

of the nation of Israel] from the 
Prophet Samuel to the great King Solo- 
mon. Starting today, we are to have 
ten lessons of Bible history going on 
from there. You girls are sure to be 
interested because this is an exciting part 
of the Bible, a part not very well known. 
Besides, it is not only history, but it 
also teaches us great truths which we 
need to know to make our lives suc- 
cessful, 
_ Today’s lesson tells about three kings, 
Solomon, Rehoboam, and Jeroboam, 
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Their personalities were very different, 
but all three failed at the same point: 
they disobeyed God. 

In the time of King Solomon the nation 
of Israel wes the greatest and wealth- 
iest country of that day. King Solo- 
mon’s reign was a picture of the glori- 
ous reign of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
which is still future. But King Solomon 
is a sad contrast to Christ because when 
he was old he turned away from God, 
so the kingdom went down and came to 
pieces in the reign of his son. 

In 1 Kings 9 God told Solomon plainly 
that if he walked before Him in obe- 
dience, He would establish his kingdom 
over Israel forever, but if he disobeyed 
God and worshiped other gods, his king- 
dom would come to grief. In spite of that 
wonderful promise and solemn warning, 
King Solomon failed. Read 1 Kings 11:4 
to see his first step downward. (“His 
heart was not perfect with the Lord.”) 
Right. Oh, how our hearts need watch- 
ing! Solomon himself had written by 
inspiration, “Keep thy heart with all dili- 
gence; for out of it are the issues of 
life” (Prov. 4:23), but somehow he for- 
got this and allowed himself to love 
idolatrous women who cooled his heart 
toward the Lord. Some day you girls 
may be faced with the problem of choos- 
ing a life partner. Here is one impor- 
tant test to see if he is the right one: 
Does his company warm your heart 
toward your Saviour, or does it cool 
your zeal? e 

Now read 1 Kings 11:6. After Solo- 
mon’s heart cooled toward the Lord, he 
did evil in His sight. It is not possible 
to do any evil which is not in His sight. 
Next read 1 Kings 11:9. Here we find 
Solomon’s heart “turned from the Lord,” 
and the next verse tells us that he was 
disobedient to Him. 

Read verses 11-13, God tells Solomon 
plainly that his kingdom will-be divided 
because he has not obeyed the word of 
the*Lord. From verses 14-27 we learn 
of three powerful enemies God raised 
up against him to chasten him for his 
disobedience. ‘ 

Starting with verse 26, we meet the 
man who was to be the first king of the 
greater-part of Israel. Jeroboam was 
of the tribe of Ephraim—courageous, in- 
dustrious, and ambitious. Now read 
verses 26-31, and see if you can picture 
the scene. Jeroboam, now made ruler 
over all the charge of the house of 
Joseph, walking in a field outside the 


city of Jerusalem. The Prophet Ahijah' 


goes to him and taking his new garment 
tears it into twelve pieces. He probably 
laid the pieces in order on the grass be- 
fore telling Jeroboam to take ten of 
them. He told him in this graphic way 
that he was to be king over the ten 
tribes, a desire that was in Jeroboam’s 
heart, though only God knew it. See 
verse 34. 

Then Ahijah set before him a bad ex- 
ample and a good one. He told Jero- 


(11) 315 


beam why God was taking the kingdom 
from Solomon’s house. Why? (Because 
he had forsaken God, and worshiped 
idols, disobeying God’s commandments.) 
Correct. Ahijah also told Jeroboam 
that God was going to keep the kingdom 
of Judah true to David's line. Why? 
(Because David had kept His command- 
ments and statutes.) 

Now read verse 38 and see the defi- 
nite promise God gave Jeroboam. If he 
would do right before the Lord and obey 
Him as David had done, God would es- 
tablish his kingdom over the ten tribes 
forever, just as He had established Da- 
vid’s kingdom. With a bad example 
before him and its unhappy result, and 
a good example before him with its 
happy future, and God's gracious prom- 
ise, Jeroboam had no excuse for failure. 

Chapter 12 tells about Solomon’s son 
Rehoboam. After his father died, the 
people sent representatives, including 
Jeroboam, to Rehoboam, asking him to 
lower their taxes and to make things 
easier for them. This could easily have 
been done, for the building of the Tem-~ 
ple was finished, also the royal palace, 
and other national improvements. Reho- 
boam first consulted the old men who 
had advised his father. Read verse 7 
and see what advice they gave. (They 
said he should agfee and speak nicely 
to the people.) Then Rehoboam con- 
sulted the young fellows. Read verses 
10 and 11 to find their advice. (They 
wanted the new king to speak roughly 
to the people, telling them that he would 
make things much harder for them.) 
Right. And the foolish young king fol- 
lowed their advice. Older people should 
be able to give wiser advice, because 
they have lived longer, and have seen 
more ideas carried through to their final 
result. The older men believed that a 
king should serve his people, the 
younger men that he should grind them 
down. This last appealed to the pride 
of Rehoboam’s heart. But pride goes be- 
fore a fall, so in verse 18 we find him 
fleeing from the people he had intended 
to chastise with scorpions. »-For the ten 
tribes did revolt and make Jeroboam 
their king, as God had foretold: 

King Rehoboam was ready to fight to 
bring the ten tribes back under his con- 
trol, but God sent a prophet to warn 
him not to do so. It looks as if after all 
his big talk the king did not have much 
control over the remnant he had left. 
For it does not say that he ordered his 
soldiers to give up the attempt and to 
go home again, but instead that they 
hearken to the word of the Lord and 
disperse. 

What truths do you girls see in this 
bit of Bible history which can help each 
of us to live a better Christian life? 
(God can give kingdoms or take them 
away. God sees and knows everything. 
We should watch, our hearts. Pride goes 
before a fall. God keeps His promises.) 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
825 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


We Can Afford To Obey God.—If thou 
wilt hearken unto all that I command 
thee, and wilt walk in my ways,.. . 
I will be with thee, and build thee a 
sure house (1 Kings 11:38, Golden Text). 
It is said of the first Queen Elizabeth 
that she asked a rich merchant to go 
to a remote country in her realm on a 
mission for her realm. He replied that 
he could not possibly do this, for his 
absence might mean the ruin of his busi- 
ness. The reply of the queen was: “You 
go and look after my business, and I 
will look after yours!” He then accepted 
the appointment. Upon his return from 
the queen’s mission he found himself 
much richer than when he left. The 
queen had kept her promise by directing 
business his way. There are those who 
feel they cannot afford, to follow the 
Lord’s will and His appointment for us, 
even when He has said: “Seek ye first 
the kingdom of God, and his righteous- 
ness; and all these things shall be added 
unto you” (Matt. 6:33)—From Free 
Methodist. Sent by Howard G. Wilcox, 
Kearney, Nebr. 


A Cause for Both Weeping and Rejoic- 
ing.—I will rend the kingdom (1 Kings 
11:31). Two rabbis observed a fox run- 
ning on Mt. Zion. Rabbi Joshua wept, 
but Rabbi Eliezer laughed. “Wherefore 
dost thou laugh?” said he who wept. 
“Nay, wherefore dost thou weep?” asked 
Eliezer. “I weep,” was the answer, “be- 
cause I see what was written in the La- 
mentations fulfilled; because of Mount 
Zion which is desolate; the foxes walk 
upon it.” “And therefore,” said Rabbi 
Eliezer, “I laugh: for when I see with 
mine own eyes that God has fulfilled 
His threatening to the very letter, I have 
thereby a pledge that not one of His 
promises has failed, for He is ever more 
ready to show mercy than judgment,”— 
From the London Sunday School Times. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport,. Eng. 


An Atheist’s Confession.—Because that 
they have forsaken me, and have wor- 
shipped Ashtoreth the goddess of the 
Zidonians, Chemosh the god of the 
Moabites, and Milcom the god of the 
children of Ammon, and have not 
walked in my ways, to do that which is 
right in mine eyes, and to keep my 
statutes and my judgments, as did David 
his father (1 Kings 11:33). The Luth- 
eran News Letter contains the following 
interesting item: The French author, 
Lavredan, long known as an atheist, when 
confronted by the horrors of the World 
War made this gripping confession: “TI 
laughed at faith and thought myself 
wise. Finally this laughter became hol- 
low and vain, for I saw France bleeding 
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and mourning. What would become of 
France if her children did not believe, 
if her women did not pray? Oh, a peo- 
ple whose fields are covered with the 
dead! How difficult it is to remain an 
atheist on this national cemetery! I can- 
not! I have deceived myself and you 
who have read my book. It was a giddi- 
ness, a delusion, an evil dream. I see 
death, and call for life.. Hands equipped 
with weapons make death; folded hands 
bring life. France, turn back to faith! 
To forsake God means to be lost! I do 
not know whether I shall live tomorrow, 
but.I must tell my friends, Lavredan is 
afraid to die an atheist. I am not afraid 
of hell, but the thought impresses me, 
God lives and you are so far from Him. 
Rejoice, my soul, that I have been per- 
mitted to experience the hour when, on 
my knees, I can say, I believe, I believe 
in God. I believe; I believe—that word is 
the main hymn of humanity. For him 
who does not accept it, it will soon be 
night."—From the United Presbyterian. 
Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, 
Kans. 


Repentance Soon Forgotten.—Whom I 
chose, because he kept my command- 
ments (1 Kings 11:34). A pious clergy- 
man for twenty years kept an account 
of the sick he visited in that period, 
and, as his parish was thickly populated, 
many during his labor there were carried 
to their graves. A considerable number, 
however, recovered, and among these, 
two thousand in fear of death gave evi- 
dence of change of heart which, in the 
judgment of charity, were connected 
with everlasting salvation supposing 
them to have died under the circum- 
stances referred to. But out-of those 
two thousand persons (who were evi- 
dently at the point of death and had 
ptofessed true repentance) who recov- 
ered, two, only two proved that their 
repentance was sincere, and their con- 
version genuine. One thousand nine 
hundred and ninety-eight returned to 
their former carelessness, indifference, 
and sinfulness, and thus showed how 
little such repentance is to be depended 
upon, which is merely extorted by the 
rack of conscience and the fear of death. 
“Were there not ten cleansed? where are 
the nine?”—From “Evangelistic Illustra- 
tions.” Sent by J. Edward Raiser, Shelby, 
Ohio. 


God’s Reckoning—and Ours.—He kept 
my commandments and my _ statutes 
(1 Kings 11:34). Many modern biog- 
raphers might not unfairly be described 
as “men with muck rakes.” If they were 
summarizing David's life, how much at- 
tention they would give to the matter of 
Uriah the Hittite, and how little to Da- 
vid’s courage, magnanimity, generosity, 
wisdom, and lovable nature! Contrast 
the Lord’s account of His servant: “He 
kept my commandments and my stat- 
utes.”—Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hail- 
sham, Sussex, Eng. Prize illustration. 
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The Momentum of Godly Ancestry.— 
I will not take the whole kingdom out 
of his hand . . . for David my servant’s 
sake ... but I will take the kingdom 
out of his son’s hand (1 Kings 11:34, 35). 
The neglect of the religious life on the 
part of many. people of today helps to 
rob the next generation of some of the 
great. blessings which our own genera- 
tion has inherited from the past. The 
late Dr. J. Gresham Machen spoke these 
urgent words to the parents of the 
nation: “America is today running on 
the momentum of a godly ancestry. 
When that momentum goes, God help 
America!”—From .Christian Observer. 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


They Knew Where He Lived.—And 
unto his son will I give one tribe, that 
David my servant may have a light 
alway before me in Jerusalem (1 Kings 
11:36). Lady Hasieeells how she came 
one night to a Chinese village without 
a decent inn, and how her muleteer went 
out to find a house for her. Christian 
homes are always cleaner than others, 
and Christians are always willing to 
help. Then a village elder came: “I 
understand you are asking for a Chris- 
tian in this village. We have none. I 
am very sorry.” “Where does the near- 
est Christian live?” “The nearest Chris- 
tian lives five days’ journey from here.” 
My father said, when I told him this 


story, “Yes, and they knew where he 
was!” Five days’ journey, and his light 
shone! “How. far that little candle 


throws his beams!”—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. M, Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Ten Pieces of Cloth 
(1 Kings 11:28-31, 37, 38) 
HIS is the last Honor Roll! Suppose 
we had an honor roll of honor rolls! 
I wonder ‘how many have read all of 
John. How many have learned all the 
verses and won sixteen little paper pic- 
tures? How many persons has this class 
told about our Lord Jesus?. And do you 
love the Lord Jesus more? 

You all remember Joseph who had the 
coat of many colors. But do you know 
how many brothers he had? (Exod. 
1:2-4. As these are frequent names in 
the Bible, put them on the blackboard 
with division into syllables. Add Joseph’s 
name. At the top write “Children of 
Israel.”) As the years went, by, each 
brother became the head of a large fam- 
ily called by his name. By and by there 
were thousands in each family, and the 
families were called tribes—the twelve 
tribes of Israel. Can you find these 
family-tribe names on the map? (You 
may make a colored enlargement of the 
twelve tribes. Maps vary, as the’exact 
boundaries are not known, so you need 
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not be too meticulous.) No, Levi is not 
there. That tribe became the priests 
and workers in the Temple. They lived 
scattered around among the twelve 
tribes. For there were still twelve 
tribes! Joseph had only two gons, and 
the family of Joseph divided into the 
families of Manasseh and Ephraim. 
(Draw a line through “Levi.” After 
“Joseph” make a brace with the names 
of his sons. Then draw a line through 
“Joseph.”) 

You remember David, the shepherd 
boy, who became king? He was king 
over all these people, the twelve tribes 
of Israel. He wrote songs to help his 
people know that it paid to do what God 
said. “ Do you know the First Psalm, 
beginning, “Blessed is the man .. .”? 
(Teacher, this would be appropriate 
memory work to accompany this series 
of lessons.) Then his son Solomon, rich 
and wise, was king over all these twelve 
tribes. He wrote Proverbs to help his 
people know it paid to do right. But 
as he got older, he did not keep some 
of the proverbs he had written, and did 
wrong himself. Even though he was 
king, he was punished. 

Jeroboam was a smart young man 
from the Ephraim tribe, who worked 
for King Solomon. He did his work so 
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1,188 sermon suggestions! 


SEARCHLIGHTS 
FROM THE WORD 


by G. CAMPBELL MORGAN 











, 


Says The Sunday School Times: 
“This book is most unusual, and 
a reading of it will be of great as- 
sistance in acquiring a compre- 
hensive view of the entire Bible.” 


In a single volume, the “Prince 
of Bible Exposjtors” presents 1,188 
sermon suggestions — one from 
every chapter in the Bible. Many 
of the verses selected for inclusion 
are well known; others are hidden 
verses about which little has been 
written or said. But always, Dr. 
Morgan’s suggestions are brief, 
terse, pregnant with thought 
Ministers, Bible students, and 
Christian workers will treasure 
this book. $4.50 











at your bookstore 
“Fleming H. Revell Company Westwood, WH. 4. 
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(4) HYMNS ad THE CHRISTIAN LIFE (22nd edition) — 
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und 
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first lines. 36 responsive a PB , Round notes. Sturdy cloth 


binding. 


(B) REDEMPTION MELODIES — 
Especially designed for use ot 


Bible 





and missionary conferences. 135 songs aa choruses includ- 
ing the best of new and old favorites. Speciol emphasis on 
the deeper life. Smdrtly designed reinforced manila binding. 


Round notes. 


(C) THE NEW CRUSADE SONGS — 
We've sold over 100,000 copies of this populer book. 107 
Grect songs and choruses. Reinforced manila binding.’ Round 


notes. 





ORDER FROM: 


CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


1517 NORTH THIRD STREET * HARRISBURG, PA. 
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THE AMERICAN-EUROPEAN BETHEL MISSION, Inc. 


Rev. Leon Rosenberg, Founder and General Director 


IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF 
THE LORD JESUS 


Of our Lord Jesus we read—that coupled with His 
preaching of the Gospel He went about doing good. 
Following in His footsteps, The American- 
European Bethel Mission endeavors to do likewise. 


3-Fold Missionary Program 


Preaching the Gospel: For more than a half-cen- 
tury it is our blessed privilege to preach the Gospel, 
winning souls for Christ among Israel — having % 





“ee 





Mr. Leon Rosenberg Holy Land. 


missionaries in the United States, Europe, and the a .% 


Mrs. Rosenberg 


Our Relief ary gen Following the divine exhortation, while breaking the Bread of Life, we administer the 
necessary help, especially to those of the household of faith, through our Relief Department. It redounds 
to the glory of God and is very gratifying to read the very touching letters of appreciation from those under- 
privileged refugees who were so violently deprived by the atrocious enemy of everything they possessed. 

A Unique Orphanage in the Holy Land: Together with our two Gospel stations in Jerusalem and Haifa, we 
maintain an orphanage for Hebrew Christian and other needy children.’ Under the influence of the Gospel 
of Christ and loving care these boys and girls are being transformed out of misery, destitution, and starva- 
tion into joyful, happy children loving their Lord and Saviour. More wisttul, needy children look to us for 
admission and we are praying the Lord will enable us to take them in. 


Your Prayers and Help implored 


The. American-European Bethel Mission is strictly evangelical, non-denominational, and non-sectarian. As a 
Faith Mission it is supported by freewill donations of Christian friends who consider it a privilege, by means of 
their prayers and gifts, to co-operate with us whom the Lord has used for so many years as a channel of blessing. 


Address all communications to: 


THE AMERICAN-EUROPEAN BETHEL MISSION, INC. 


252 N. Dillon Street 


Dept. ST 


Los Angeles 26, California 
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THE BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND-BOX 888-AKRON 9, OHIO 

















“The Firmament 


Northern Lights and Midnight Sun 
of Alaska illuminate the dramatic 
sights of the North on the Christian 
Fellowship Cruise. You cannot es- 
cape the thrills of astonishment and 
pleasure, as you witness the great 
mountain ranges towering above the 
lovely Inside Passage and the cool 
blue waters of the Pacific. “It was 
wonderful to see the handiworks of 
God,” one of our 1953 travelers wrote; 
“the geysers of Yellowstone, the 
glaciers of Glacier Bay, the snowy 

aks, the primitive forests, the 

uties of land and sea.” 


For an uplifting travel experience, 
for an educational adventure, and 
most of all for enjoyable Christian 
fellowship, readers of The Sunday 
School Times are most cordially in- 
vited to join our 1954 party. We have 
reserved, and hope soon to entirely 
fill, a complete ship, having it all to 

» ourselves—a regular private yacht, 
exclusively devoted to ssenger 
cruising. We visit Alaska’s most 
interesting ports at convenient 
hours, we travel in the best month of 
summer for Alaska—the month of 
July. Our 1954 cruise benefits by the 





Sheweth His Handiwork” 





experiences of 14 previous, success- 
ful Christian Fellowship trips. 


Haven’t you always yearned to see 
Alaska? y not go this summer? 
Here is the greatest of American va- 
cations — an icy green wilderness of 
magnificent sights, reached through 
a wonderland of calm ocean canals 
sheltered from the sea. You sail, as 
on a dream ship, as smooth as a 
cloud, between peaks and islands in- 
to an arctic country of startling 
contrasts. Ask anyone who has been 
there how wonderful this trip is to 
Uncle Sam’s northernmost territory. 


* Whether you can go this summer 
or not, you will enjoy the “Alaska” 
booklet about the Christian Fellow- 
ship Cruise of 1954. It’s free, and it’s 
a pleasure to look at the pictures, 
and to read the story of the trip. 
Write for it, without any obligation, 
whatsoever. We are always happy 
to hear from our readers. Please 
address Dr. Philip E. Howard, Jr., 
Editor, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th Street, Phila. 5, Pa. 
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well that King Solomon put him in 
charge of all the work that the Joseph 
family did for the king. I think he was 
often wishing he were king. As he went 
out of Jerusalem one day, someone was 
Waiting for him along the road in a 
lonely spot in the country._ It was God’s 
prophet, Ahijah, all wrapped up in a 
new cloak, which perhaps was just a 
length of cloth. Ahijah took his new 
cloak and began tearing it into pieces. 
(Demonstrate by tearing a piece of cloth 
into twelve pieces.) 
ten pieces for yourself. This is what the 
Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘See, I 
am going to tear the country away from 
Solomon, and I will give you ten tribes. 
.. + Not now, but when his son gets to be 
king. .. . You will be king just as your 
heart wishes, over Israel. If you listen 
to all I tell you, I will be with you.’” 
What ten tribes do you suppose Jero- 
boam had? All bét Judah and Ben- 
jamin. (Have the children cut a map 
of this period along the tribal divisions 
like a puzzle.) Which tribes were Jero- 
boam’s? Which were left for Solomon’s 


“Jeroboam, take 


family? 
“If thou wilt hearken unto all that I 
command thee .. . I will be with thee” 


(1 Kings 11:38, Memory Verse). Next 
week we will see how well Jeroboam 
did as king, and whether he listened to 
what God told him. 

Be on the lookout for good pictures 
to illustrate Psalm 1. For a few Sun- 
days repeat it as a whole. Then empha- 
size and drill on a definite verse each 
week, 

Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


IMMY was sniffing. He was not 

sniffing because he had a cold. He 
had been crying, you see, and that is 
what gave him the sniffles. 

But why had Jimmy been crying? He 
is fully as big as you are, and big boys 
don’t usually cry (not very much, any- 
way). It was this way: Jimmy had 
wanted and wanted a bicycle—a two- 
wheeler. Because he had done excep- 
tionally well in his school work and be- 
cause he had been unusually good in 
helping both his mother and father, they 
had given him just the right kind of 
bicycle. Now a whole week had gone 
by. It was Saturday, the day that his 
Boy Scout troop was going for an all- 
day bicycle ride. And Jimmy’s dad had 
forbidden him to go. As a matter of 
fact, his father had made him put the 
bicycle in the garage and had told him 
that he positively dare not use it for a 
whole week. 

No wonder Jimmy had the sniffles! 

Why was Jimmy being so severely 
punished? He had been disobedient. 
Mother and Dad had given him the bi- 
cycle with one condition: He was never 
to ride it in the dark. There was much 
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too much traffic in their neighborhood 
for young Jimmy to ride in the dark. He 
had understood that he would have to 
forfeit his beloved bicycle if he failed 
to obey this law of his parents. That 
whole week Jimmy never once thought 
of being disobedient. The minute the 
street lights went on, Jimmy hurried 
his bicycle into the garage. 

On Friday night, however, something 
happened. Jimmy could not have ex- 
plained why, but when it was time for 
him to go to Scout meeting, he decided 
he would like to go on his bicycle. His 
parents were both busy putting some 
things away in the attic. And he was 
sure that they would never notice if 
he used his bike. He could get it home 
and into the garage ever so quietly, and 
no one, he felt sure, would know that 
he had used it in the dark. 

The next morning Jimmy got out his 
bicycle to get it polished and ready for 
the Scout ride. When he came in to 
breakfast, his father said: “Jimmy, put 
your bicycle in the garage. You will 
leave it there for a whole week. You 
are not going on the Scout ride today!” 
Before Jimmy could say a word, his 
father added, “Disobedience and deceit 
are two things that deserve severe pun- 
ishment!” 

That was all that was said. Jimmy 
knew full well that when his dad said 
something, he meant it. And coaxing 
might make his father say that he could 
not use the bicycle for two weeks! 
Everyone in the whole house was quiet 
all that day. Everyone, that is, but 
Jimmy, whose sniffling could be heard 
loud and often. 

Right after dinner that evening, Father 
got his Bible (as he always did) for fam- 
ily worship. “Tonight we will read from 
the Book of First Kings and the eleventh 
chapter.” Each member of the family 
turned to the right place in his own 
Bible. 

“God had made King Solomon a very 
rich man—richer than all the kings of 
the earth. God had also made him very 
wise—wiser than all the kings of the 
earth. He was so wise that all the earth 
wanted to hear the wisdom that God 
had put in his heart (10:24). But Solo- 
mon did something that displeased God 
greatly.” Jimmy’s dad was most serious. 
“He had taken seven hundred wives. 
And many of them were women of other 
nations—nations which did not love or 
serve the true and living God of Heaven. 
God had commanded that they were to 
love Him with all their heart. He had 
commanded that they were not to have 
any other gods (Exod. 20:1-5). And, 
according to 1 Kings 1:4, Solomon’s 
wives had caused the wise King Solomon 

- to turn from the true God to other gods.” 
He read the verse and asked, “Was his 
heart then perfect toward God?” 

“No!” the family chorused. 

“No, it was not. And because: King 
Solomon disobeyed, God was angry with 
him (vs. 9, 10). God hates sin. Sin 
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must be punished (Gal. 6:7). And this 
was the way He punished the king: He 
divided King Solomon's nation of Israel 
into twelve groups (tribes). He gave 
ten of the groups to one of the men 
who had been Solomon’s servant (Jero- 
boam). And God gave the two remain- 
ing groups to Solomon’s son (Reho- 
boam). Solomon was severely punished 
for his sin. Solomon’s son was also pun- 
ished becauses of his father’s sin. And 
all the people of Israel were punished 
for their king’s sin. Sin is a terrible 
thing! But God can and does forgive 
sin. When Christians confess their sin 
to God, when they tell Him they are 
sorry for it, He forgives their sin (1 
John 1:9).” 

During prayer time it was Jimmy who 
prayed, “Dear Lord, please forgive me 
for using my bicycle last night. Please 
forgive me for disobeying Mother and 
Daddy. I am sorry. Please help me 
never to do it again. Thank You for 
forgiving me. Amen.” 

Because Jimmy was genuinely sorry 
for his sin, God forgave him. And so 
did Mother and Daddy! 

LANCASTER, PA. 

we 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 312) 


1. Peaceful. 

2. Jedidiah (“beloved of Jehovah”), 
given him at the time of his‘ birth by 
Nathan as God’s prophet (2 Sam. 12:25). 


3. (1) David; (2) Bathsheba. 

4. Gold, horses, wives (Deut. 17:14-17). 

5. They turned his heart away from 
God to the gods of the heathen. 

6. Hadad (1 Kings 11:14-22), Rezon 
(vs. 23:25), Jeroboam (vs. 26-40). 

7. He observed his industry and abil- 
ity in connection with the building of 
Millo (vs, 27, 28). 

8. That he would rule over ten tribes 
of Israel (v. 31). 

9. Instead of biding God’s time, he 
launched a rebellion’ against Solomon (v. 
26), so trying to hasten the prophecy. 

10. He is called “Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, who made Israel to sin” (1 Kings 
22: 52). 

Ex_muurst, ILL, 
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The Wheaton Bible Lands Tour 
To Visit Dothan 


HE Wheaton Summer Bible Lands 

Tour, sailing from New York, June 
30, will visit the significant sites in the 
various Bible Lands, and will include 
a stop sat the site of ancient Dothan, 
where Joseph was sold by his brothers 
(Gen. 37). Last year the Department 
of Archaeology at Wheaton College be- 
gan the excavation of Dothan. The ex- 
pedition discovered that Dothan began 
a little before 3000 B.C., continued down 
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H Fifteen years experience, open 
Ordained Pastor [isn yssrsexperienee.oren 
organization in or near Philadelphia, Pa. ienced 
in administrative and deputational work. rite Adv. 
No. 715, Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5. 


PULPIT COWNS 


Choir Gowns—Choir Cassocks and Cottas 
Communion Linens—Table Scarves 
Pulpit Hangings and Bible Markers 


Prices and samples sent on request 


J. M. HALL, Inc., New Yeats, Ne 


CEYLON and INDIA GENERAL 
MISSION 


Member Mission, I.F.M.A. 
Our ministry in India includes— 
HOUSE-TO-HOUSE VISITATION 
As the Lord provides, we lengthen our cords and 
strengthen our stakes. 
Address the Secretary-Treasurer 
542 South Dearborn Street Chicago 5, Ilinols 























NEW ANNUITY 
PICTO-SCALE 
NOW AVAILABLE! 





PICTURE WINDOW AND SLID- 
ING SCALE GIVE YOU CLEAR 
RECORD ON YOUR INVESTMENT 


Now, The Christian and Missionary Alliance 
is making available its new PICTO-SCALE. 
This Annuity scale is available to you with- 
out charge or obligation. 

It shows you (at any age) how your invest- 
ment pays dividends to you and at the 
same time supports the Annuity program of 
The Christian and Missionory Alliance. 
Now you con actually see the dividends 
you earn through your investment in 
Alliance Annuities. All are accurately shown 
on the easy-to-read Annuity PICTO-SCALE. 
Send for your Alliance Annuity PICTO-SCALE 
today. 

Use the handy coupon below. 





and Missionary 

. Alliance 

<i_Z 260 WEST 44th STREET 
NEW YORK 36, NEW YORK 
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Send me your Annuity PICTO-SCALE. | 
No obligation. Ss 
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THE CHRISTIAN AND 
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260 West 44th Street, New York 36, N.Y. 
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Christian Schools and Colleges 


(ADVERTISEMENTS) 





BAPTIST BIBLE SEMINARY 
JOHNSON CITY, NEW YORK 
Speer Bible, 4-year Christian Bpvegtion, 5-year 
Theology — all courses agoroved © ry Bouse dof Re 


tic 


GRACE BIBLE INSTITUTE 


1515 South 10th Street Omaha 8, Nebraska 
A fi great school growing greater by God’s grace. 





gents of New York. High spiritual and schol 
standards. A New Tectement theology and church- 
centered ministry. 386 students. 


Dr. P. R. Jackson, Pres. Dr. J. R. Dunkin, Dean 
Write for catalog 


degree courses of your choice—4 years. 
Also diploma courses—3 years. Tuition nom! inal, 


Catalog free. Investigate now. 
Harold D. Burkholder, M.A., B.D., D.D., Pres. 





FRENCH LANGUAGE 


Bible Courses & Language Study 


BIBLE INSTITUTE of MONTREAL, Inc. 
P. O. Box 38, Station B Montreal, Quebec 


HAMPDEN DUBOSE ACADEMY 


Zellwood, Fiorida 
Creates in the students Godly ambition and Chris- 
tian purpose. 
Stimulates concentration and mental application 
and furnishes Christian companionship. 
Write Dr. P. W. DuBose, President 





COLUMBIA BIBLE COLLEGE 
Columbia, South Carolina 
Dr. G. Allen Fleece, President 


Bible-centered curriculum and essential liberal 
arts courses... . 4-year degree of B.A. in Binlical 
Education . . . Graduate School of Missions grant- 
ing B.D. and M.A. in Biblical Education degrees. 


No tuition, moderate expenses 
Address inquiries to the Dean 





Dallas Theological Seminary 
and Graduate School of Theology 


Adenominationally unrelated seminary now in 
30th year offering four-year standard theological 
curriculum ¢or college graduates Teading to Th.M., 
graduate work toward Th.D. Biblical, conserva- 
tive, premillennial. Recognized by government. 


Dr. John F. Walvoord, President 
Write Registrar: 3909 Swiss Ave., Dallas 4, Texas 


KING’S COLLEGE 


Percy B. Crawford, President 
King’s College, Delaware 
When thinking of a Christian college think of King’s 


High scholarship on a small college campus 
4-year Liberal Arts Courses 
2-year Secretarial Courses 
Self Help Work Program 
Write for catalog 





Marion, Indiana 

Educational opportunity on a Christian campus. 
Liberal Arts, Fine Arts, Teacher preparation, and 
Theological education. Degrees offered—A.B., 
B.S. in Ed., A.B. with Religion Major, the “Five 
year Th.B.” In the Wesleyan tradition. 

A catalog on request. 

Wa. F. McConn, President 





DETROIT BIBLE INSTITUTE 
17370 Meyers Road Detroit 35, Michigan 
Roy L. Akirich,Th.D., President 


Courses: Standard—Bible, Missions, Music, Chris- 
tian. Education Majors. 5-year Bible- 
Course. Scholarly ang + sound Bible teaching, 
spacious c inter 

tional. Write for fr 5, 





Theology. 


Northeastern Bible Institute 
Essex Fells, N. J. 


3-year daytime courses majoring in Bible, Mis- 
sions and Sacred Music; offering also a course in 
Missionary Aviation leading to CAA private and 
commercial pilot's licerise. 

Beautiful 13-acre campus in residential northern 
New Jersey only 45 minutes from Times Square, 
New York. 

Chas. W. Anderson, President 
Write for catalogue 





Want to be a nurse? 


e Bible eColon:. in co-operation with an 
he By Wayne hospital, offers a 5-year 
course . Ls to R.N. and helor of WGanee’ in 
Micsioss: Nursing Service. A Christian pro- 

or Christian service. 


Write for special nurses folder 


Fort Wayne Bible College 
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PRAIRIE BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Majors in Bible, Missions, 
Christian Education, Music, 
Victorious Christian Living. 
800 on foreign fields 
Low rates : : - Write for catalog 
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through most of the Old Testament pe- 
riod, and ended about 800 B. C., shortly 
after the days of Elisha. 

The Wheaton excavation showed that 
Dothan was a flourishing city in the days 
of Joseph, about 1800 B.C. and also in the 
days of Elisha, about 850 B.C. ° The ex- 
cavation thus confirmed the Biblical in- 
dications that both Joseph and Elisha 
visited Dothan. 

The Summer Bible Lands Cruise, 
which is open to Christian people of 
all ages, lasts six weeks, with three 
weeks in the Palestine area. The group 
will sail on the new American express 
liner, S.S. Constitution, and will return 
to New York August 9 on the same ship. 

For a descriptive bulletin telling of 
the many other significant places to be 
visited on the Wheaton Summer Bible 
Lands Cruise, write to Dr. Joseph P. 
Free, Department of Archaeology, Dept. 
T-13, Wheaton College, Wheaton, Ill. Dr. 
Free is Archaeological Editor of THe 
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The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, April 25 


4. Fifteen Words for Christ 
(Phil. 2:15, 16a) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HE “fifteen words” mentioned in our 

topic begin with the latter part of 
verse 15 of Philippians 2, “Among whom 
ye shine .. .” and end with the phrase 
in verse 16, “Holding forth the word of 
life.” However, you will do well in 
your young people’s meeting to read all 
of chapter 2 beginning with verse 1 
down to the end of verse 16, so that the 
context of these “fifteen words” may 
not be missed. 

4 


This fourth in the series on “My Per- 
sonal Witness” is designed to have a 
missionary emphasis. Actually, mission- 
ary effort is merely personal evangelism 
extended into other homes, or towns, 
or countries, or continents. The motiva- 
tion is still the same—the love and con- 
cern of Christ, driving us to witness to 
other men and women and boys and 
girls concerning the Lord Jesus Christ 
and seeking to bring them into a saving 
knowledge of Him. 

ye 

Notice the emphasis that immediately 
precedes the “fifteen words” of our topic. 
Believers are exhorted here not to com- 
plain or to dispute among themselves, 
but to exhibit a consistent Christian 
testimony as “‘sons of God,” giving to 
others no just cause for offense or con- 
demnation. On the contrary, they are 


to shine as beacon lights in the midst 
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of a dark and crooked and perverse 
generation. The world in the day in 
which Paul wrote these words was cer- 
tainly not seeking after God. No less 
today, the general trend in the world 
is not toward God but away from Him. 
Men are seeking to satisfy their own 
selfish and sinful desires. Lives of be- 
lievers are not to conform to the ways 
of the world (Rom. 12:2), but are to 
stand out in sharp contrast, just as a 
beacon light stands out against the 
blackness of the night. 
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But the Christian’s witness by means 
of an exemplary life is not enough. He 
must also hold forth “the word of life,” 
or, in other words, proclaim the Word 
of God and teach it, as well as live it. 
These two forms of witness are insepara- 
ble and interdependent. Someone has 
said, “I cannot hear what you say be- 
cause of the noise of what you do.” 
Without the exemplary life, the Chris- 
tian’s words are likely to fall on deaf 
ears. Without the Word of Life, the 
exemplary life of a Christian brings 
only misunderstanding, or résentment, or 
despair to those who are not living the 
way God would have them live, and are 
therefore condemned by the Christian’s 
example, 

ye 

It should be seen therefore that, in 
our young people’s groups, it is not 
enough to invite strangers to share our 
comfortable meeting place and our 
bright and cheery meetings. It is not 
enough to welcome them and try to 
make them feel at home. All of this is 
important, but if we fail to give them 
the clear message from God’s Word con- 
cerning sin and salvation and Christian 
living, we are not “holding forth the 
word of life.” In more far-reaching 
activities, it is not enough to send CARE 
packages, or clothing to the needy in 
foreign lands, or, through such agencies 
as United Nations, to try to better the 
economic and social conditions of minor- 
ity groups or of oppressed people. There 
must also be a clear and definite witness 
to the saving, keeping power of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, without which all mate- 
rial aid falls short or may even supply 
increased opportunity for sin and evil. 


It is for this reason that the Christian 
Church, from its earliest days, has been 
given the great commission of carry- 
ing the Gospel of Christ to the uttermost 
parts of the earth as the only solution 
to man’s deepest and most urgent need, 
whether he be in the canyons of a great 
metropolis such as New York City, or in 
darkest Africa, or the hinterlands of Aus- 
tralia. Our personal responsibility to 
the great commission is threefold—to go, 
if that is physically possible and within 
the specific will of God for us; to give, 
so that, if we cannot go, someone else 
who can may; and, finally, to pray the 
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Lord of the harvest so that He may 
thrust forth laborers into His vineyard 
and empower and use them to bring men 
and.women not merely into better living 
conditions, but-into new life, 


There is another responsibility that is 
becoming more and more evident in 
these days of apostasy and Liberalism 
in some of our great denominations. It 
is to see that our money and efforts are 
expended in getting out the pure Gospel 
of salvation through a living Saviour 
who is the Son of God. What a tragedy 
it is to send out as missionaries men 
and women who do not believe that the 
«Bible is the inspired Word of God, or 
that Jesus Christ is the unique Son of 
God who alone is the Way into eternal 
life. What a tragedy it is to take to 
or send to men and women’who are lost 
or undone,:a gospel that is not a Gos- 
pel, that does not proclaim salvation 
through faith in the Son of God! 

Let us make sure that our young peo- 
ple’s group gives forth no uncertain 
sound, but in the life of its members, 
and in the message of its meetings, and 
in the designation of its gifts holds forth 
the “word of life” so that any who will 
may find their way unhindered to the 
One who loved them and gave Himself 
for them. 

PHILADELPHIA, 

pd 


With the New Books’ 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 10 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 20 cents’ addi- 
tional for handling costs. 





Bible Treasures. By Ivor Powell. Mar- 
shall, Morgan & Scott, Ltd., London, E.C. 
4; may be had from Van Kampen Press, 
Wheaton, IIL, $2.75.) Readers of the 
author’s previous volumes, “Bible Cam- 
eos,” and “Bible Pinnacles,” will welcome 
this third book of like kind. With the 
two former works, it completes a trilogy 
of sermonic studies in Bible characters, 
events, miracles, and parables. There 
are eighty-two messages in these pages. 
Each is fresh and stimulating, outlined, 
and titled in a markedly original manner, 
and true to the Word of God. Familiar 
Bible passages will appear in a new light 
to those who study these helpful lines 
from one who is a gifted writer as well 
as preacher. Busy pastors, especially, 
will receive blessing by way of sugges- 
tion and information for their own seré 
mons. A useful addition to the present 
work is the combined and comprehensive 
Bible index covering all three of the 
volumes in the trilogy, and listing all 
the Scripture texts treated or alluded to. 
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SOUTHLAND BIBLE INSTITUTE 
R.F.D. 2, Box 345 Pikeville, Kentucky 
3-year diploma course-in Bible, Christian Educa- 
tion, Missions, Music. 


Sree Secretarial Course including Bible and 1 
Christian Education subjects or Music. j 
Inspiring location in the Southern Highlands. 
Foun on faith. Catalog free. 


Rev. J. S. Otteson, President 





STERLING COLLEGE 
Sterling, Kansas 
A four-year co-educational, liberal arts college, 
with strong emphasis on scholarship and the de- 
velopment of a well-rounded Christian character, H 
Write for catalog and illustrated foldebs. Address: 
Dr. William M. McCreery, President 
Dept. 448 Sterling, Kansas 





; “Character Before Career” 
Accredited college preparation for boys. Distinc- 
tive Christian.training. Grades eight to college 
entrance. Boys from eighteen states and seven 
foreign countries.  45-acre campus, accessible by 
carortrain. Thirty-third year begins Sept. 17, 

For a catalogue, write the headmaster, 
Frank E. Gaebelein, Litt.D. 


Bex 30 Steny Brook, Long Island, New York 





Western Baptist Bible College 
Train for service in our Missions, Christian 
Education, Pastoral, and’ Music Courses. 


Write President H. O. Van Gilder for details of 
three or four year courses. 
Ask for FREE Catalog. 


528 Thirty-third St. Dept. ST Oakland, Calif, 





Western Conservative Baptist 
- Theological Seminary \ 
Graduate Theological School offering courses 


ca. 
leading to M.R.E., B.D., and Th.M. degrees. 4 
College Department offering 3-year courses lead- 
py be B.R.E. and Th.B. degrees for students with | * 
60 hours of prerequisite liberal arts. { 
Catalog on request 


5511 S.E. Hawthorne Bivd. Portland 15, Oregon 





WHEATON ACADEMY 


A Department of Wheaton College 
“For Christ and His Kingdom” 


If your boy or girl will be ready for high school 
this fall—consider Wheaton Academy. rite to- 
day for catalog and illustrated bulletin. 

Address the Director , 
Dept. 44ST Wheaton, Illinois 
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H desires pastorate ina fun- 

Ordained Minister damental church. Ten 

} experience as a pastor. Bible college graduate. 

c has two children, ages 3 and 7 years. 

Will give reference if desired. ill go anywhere. 

Write Box No. 714, The Sunday School Times Co., 
325 N. 13th Street, Phila. 5, Pa. 





You can PUTA 
BIBLE 


200 million 
Europeans 


have never in the hands of an unsaved 
European for as $ 00 
seen a little as 1 
Bible! Time is running out. Help us reach 
these millions with the Gospel 
_ _ How shall When you write us—mention 
they believe “Bibles for Europe.” 
unless— Noel O. Lyons, Exec. Sec 


REV. ROBERT P EVANS, Director * RUSSELL T. HITT, Foreign Secretary 


GREATER EUROPE MISSION 


542 S. DEARBORN STREET ° CHICAGO 5 











A Chemist and His Bible 
By Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D.,Sc.D., LL.D. 


A masterful booklet of apologetics on 
the truth and wonders of the Bible by a 
man who for many years was the Direc- 
tor of Research of one of the world’s 
largest industrial corporations. 

Now in its third edition, bringingit up to 
date in view of,later discoveries in the field 
of atomic energy, in a 48-page booklet. 


Paper bound — 30 cents, postpaid 





The Sunday Scheol Times Company 
325 N. 138th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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The Master’s Indwelling. By Andrew 
Murray. (Zondervan Pub, House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $2.50.) Andrew Murray 
of South Africa was often a speaker at 


the Keswick Convention in England. He , 


knew the deep truths of the life of faith 
and had a gift for imparting them to 
others. The thirteen messages on the 
deeper life in this volume contain the 
Substance of addresses given at the 
Northfield (Mass.) Conference in 1895. 
They deal with carnality among Chris- 
tians, the self-life, how to enter into rest, 
the need for waiting on God, the neces- 
sity of a complete surrender, joy in the 
Holy Ghost, power in prayer, and other 
aspects of the victorious life. Christ 
Himself, living within the believer, i; 
shown to be the source of joy, victory, 
and power. The goal is set forth in the 
last chapter, “That God May Be All in 
All.” In several of the chapters Dr. 
Murray explains definite steps to be 
taken, and illuminates the truth by apt 
illustrations. It is well that this collec- 
tion of messages has been reprinted, for 
they contain much blessing for Chris- 
tians. 


The Way of Release. By Ernest White, 
M.B., B.S. (Marshall, Morgan and Scott, 
London; may be had from Van Kampen 
Press, Wheaton, II1., $1.50.) Out of a let- 
ter to the Life of Faith, signed “A Soul 
in Torment,” came these fifteen un- 
usually fine chapters by a Christian spe- 
cialist in medical psychology. He keeps 
a fine balance between those who say 
that all our troubles are purely physi- 
cal or mental, and those who think that 
eases of “nerves” are contemptible and 
that the only remedy needed is a com- 
plete surrender to God. He writes 
frankly and kindly of faith and nerves, 
lack of confidence, fears, worrying, de- 
pression, the unpardonable sin, unclean 
or blasphemous thoughts; and briefly 
outlines sane, practical remedies based 
on what the writer has learned from his 
long experience in treating mental and 
nervous disorders and his firm belief in 
the promises of God. “Actually,” he 
writes, “there is no such thing as sud- 








adult Bible class teacher. 





The BIBLE and the WORLD TO-DAY 


by WILBUR M. SMITH 


Professor of English Bible in Fuller Theological Seminary 
Editor Peloubet’s Select Notes on the International Sunday School Lessons 


A well documented and challenging analysis of the attitude 
of our Western Culture toward the Word of God. 


This booklet of 78 pages should be read by every minister and 


FREE—for the individual asking from 


The Evangelical Fellowship, Ine. 


617 Market Street, Scottdale, Pa. 
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den breakdown.” His chapters on “The 
Right Use of the Imagination,” “The 
Power of Suggestion,” “Faith Healing” 
are particularly interesting and well 
written. In “The Way of Acceptance” he 
deals with suffering that cannot be 
avoided, and concludes, “If the right atti- 
tude is taken toward suffering, it in- 
volves acceptance of the situation as a 
necessary part of the discipline of life. 
... Pain may teach lessons of humility 
and patience which perhaps one would 
never have learned otherwise. It either 
drives us nearer to God or drives us 
away from Him, and the alternative de- 
pends on ourselves.” 

Dr. White points his patients and his 
readers to the pardon and peace to be 
found in Christ, urges them to pray over 
their troubles and rest on God’s prom- 
ises. This little volume of ninety-five 
pages can be carried in the pocket, but 
it is filled with good things. It will un- 
doubtedly relieve many troubled souls, 
and will bring new comfort and cheer 
to many who may not think that they 
have any special spiritual problems. 


The Yellow House Mystery. By Ger- 
trude Chandler Warner. (Albert Whit- 
man & Co., Chicago 6; $2.50.) It was out 
on an island that the Yellow House stood, 
but it was a very quiet, closed-up house, 
and none of the four Alden children 
knew why. Then, one day, Grandfather 
explained that, half a century ago, his 
father’s horse trainer, Bill, had built the 
yellow house and afterward had mys- 
teriously disappeared. The only clue 
had been a grating sound heard by Bill’s 
wife. Naturally the Alden quartet ached 
to investigate, and, after much tapping 
on the chimney inside, they finally did 
discover a loose brick. This, when dug 
out, revealed a letter. But the only addi- 
tional clue was mention of a place called 
Bear Trail, Maine. 

Since it was summer and vacation 
time, and since Cousin Joe and his bride, 
Alice, were also born adventurers, mat- 
ters were arranged so all could set out 
to search for Bill. The surprising events 
that followed climax an interesting tale 
for youngsters, 


bd 
For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


April 19 to 25 


Mon.—1 Kings 3:4-9. 
Solomon’s Choice of Wisdom. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Give therefore 
thy servant an understanding heart” 
(lit., “a heart that hearkeneth”). Solo- 
mon knew in whom was.hid all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. But 
Solomon could not have chosen wisdom 
unless the Lord had chosen him. So let 
us trace our salvation to the same fount 
of wisdom and knowledge, If you have 
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tasted the love of Christ, you will never 
rest until you obtain, by request, as 
Solomon did, wisdom from the Lord (Jas. 
1:5). Pray for the China Inland Mission 
Overseas Missionary Fellowship, Phila- 
delphia. 


Tues.—1 Kings 10:14, 15, 22-27. 
The Splendor of Solomon. 
PraYeR Svuccestions: “Solomon ex- 
ceeded all the kings of the earth for 
riches and for wisdom.” With all his 
glory Solomon was not as glorious as 
“the lilies of the field.” -Yet his splen- 
dor so moved the queen of Sheba that 
“there was no more spirit in her.” But 
we have “a greater than Solomon.” Con- 
sider His moral, regal, spiritual, divine 
glory. We shall never see Solomon’s 
splendor, but our “eyes shall see the 
king in his beauty.” Pray for the Africa 
Inland Mission, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Wed.—1 Kings 11:4-10. Solomon’s Folly. 

PRAYER SuccEsTIons: “When Solomon 
was old, ... his wives turned away 
his heart after other gods.” The danger 
sign of moral decay in old men is light- 
ness. Solomon managed material affairs 
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with discretion, but he knew not how 
to manage his passions. He had great 
wisdom, but little grace. Knowledge is 
not a substitute for grace. Many well- 
taught Christians live badly. Pray for 
the Ceylon and India General Mission, 
Chicago. 


Thurs.—1 Kings 11:26-28. 
Jeroboam Given Leadership. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jeroboam was a 
mighty man of valour.” Solomon, by 
his folly at the end of his years, laid 
the ground work for the division of the 
nation. How often it is with many who 
have done well for years that they do 
things that mar their life-long testimony 
to the truth of God! Let all who think 
they stand, take heed lest they fall. Pray 
for the Sudan Interior Mission, New 
York, 


Fri.—1 Kings 11:29-40. 
Jeroboam Receives Warning. 


@ PRAYER Succestions: “If thou wilt 
hearken unto all that I command thee 
. . . I will be with thee.” Jeroboam 
took heed to some parts of the Lord’s 
message to him through the Prophet 
Ahijah, but ignored the rest. It is the 
same with many, They select what they 
like of the divine Word, and ignore the 
rest. Jeroboam smarted for his disobe- 
dience, and all others will suffer for 
rejecting the Word of the Lord. Are you 
wholehearted with God? Pray for The 
Evangelical Alliance Mission, Chicago. 


Sat.—1 Corinthians 2:1-9. 
Spiritual Wisdom. 


PraYER Succestions: “The hidden wis- 
dom, which God ordained before the 
world unto our glory: which none of the 
princes of this world knew: for had they 
known it, they would not have crucified 
the Lord of glory.” The wisdom of fallen 
man is set over against the infinite wis- 
dom of the Lord of Glory. Choose we 
will, in our work for the Lord, whether 
ours shall be “the wisdom of men,” or 
“the . . . wisdom, which God ordained 
before the world unto our glory.” The 
manner of Paul’s preaching shows that 
His preaching was not with enticing 
words of men’s wisdom, but in demon- 
stration of the Spirit and power. Which 
is your choice of wisdom? Pray for the 
Central American Mission, Dallas, 


Sun.—Psalm 1. Character and Condutt. 


PRAYER SvuccEsTions: “Blessed is the 
man that walketh not in the counsel of 
the ungodly.” Character has to do with 
the qualities of a person; behavior has 
to do with his deportment. What a man 
is determines what a man does. A good 
man will be good and do good; a wicked 
man is wicked inside and out, eventually. 
As a man thinketh, so is he. Thought 


tends toward expression. We are bound 
ultimately to reveal our true character. 
Pray for the Pacific Garden Mission, Chi- 
cago, 
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RE-THINKING THE RAPTURE 
By E. Schuyler English, Litt.D. 
Editor of OUR HOPE and 
Editor-in-Chief of 
THE PILGRIM BIBLE 
An Examination of What 
the Scriptures Teach About 
the Time of the Translation 
of the Church in Relation 
to the Tribulation. A much 

needed study. 


Blue cloth. 128 pages. 
$2.25 





From your bookseller or 


SOUTHERN BIBLE BOOK HOUSE 
TRAVELERS REST, - - SOUTH CAROLINA 
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Again This Year... 


TWO GREAT 3-WEEK SESSIONS 
June 21 to July $ + July 12 to July 30 


© More Than 50 Bible-Centered Subjects 

‘e A Consecrated Faculty of 40 

© No Tuition to Pay 

© Only $12.50 a Week for Room and Board 


@ Located in Chicago near Beautiful 
Lake Michigan 


HURRY! Because of the success of the 1953 
summer sessions and the large number of 
students planning to return this year, we 
suggest you apply early! Registration has 
been greatly simplified. 

WRITE TODAY for free catalog and applica- 
tion papers. Address OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS, 
Dept. $317 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL .. . EVANGELICAL 
MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. LaSalle Street - Chicago 10, Illinois 


Dr. William Culbertson, president 
Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, dean 




















MORE BIBLES NEEDED FOR ISRAEL 











HERE is urgent need for more Hebrew Bibles 

in the land of Israel. The Million Testaments 
Campaigns has already placed some 12,000 com- 
plete Hebrew Bibles, containing both the Old and 
New Testaments, in schools in Israel. Now another 
5,000 copies are needed. We believe that the Lord 
will use His Word in helping to lead Jewish stu- 
dents and teachers and parents to a saving knowl- 
edge of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


JEWS GRATEFUL FOR BIBLES 


A missionary who has done splendid work in 
distributing large numbers of these Hebrew Bibles 
in the schools of Israel writes, “Members of Jewish 
colonies are especially grateful for this expression 
of Christian love in the gift of these Bibles.” The 
Spirit of God is moving upon Jewish hearts in 
Israel, and we must do our utmost to place the 
Life-giving Word.of God - 
in their hands as quickly 
as possible. 


Jewish Philosopher's 
Letter 


The Jewish atheist- 
philosopher who recently 
accepted Christ as his 
Saviour is going on 
splendidly with the Lord. 
In a recent letter he said: 
“I know well the sins of 
my past, when proud of 
human knowledge I blas- 
phemously denied 


ful care of his family, and everyone is trying to 
follow in his footsteps.” 


MATERIAL RELIEF NEEDED 


Material relief is also needed in Israel and 
Greece. Food parcels are sent monthly to some 
of the needy ones in Israel. A Christian nurse in 
Jerusalem tells how she shares her food parcels 
with a Jewish family where the father has very 
limited work and the wife is hungry for the Gospel. 


NEED GREAT AND URGENT 


The need for New Testaments and Bibles in 
Israel and Greece and other lands is still great 
and urgent. Another 25,000 Hebrew New Tes- 
taments and 100,000 bilingual Scripture Booklets 
in Hebrew and English have been sent 
by our Campaign to Israel, and are being dis- 
tributed throughout the 
length and breadth of the 
land. We have also or- 
dered 5,000 more Hebrew 
Bibles for schools in 
Israel at a cost of $10,000; 
and another 5,000 Ru- 
manian Testaments, and 
more French and Turkish 
Testaments for Israel. 
We will need to order, 
ere long, another large 
edition of the Prophecy 
New Testament in Eng- 
lish for Jews in America 
and other English-speak- 
ing countries. 





and His Son and the Holy (ie 
Spirit. The evils iA aaae i God’s Spirit is movi 
experienced are hi aa ; i ng 
deserved; but what sey SHE SMILED HER THANKS upon multitudes of 
Jewish girl delighted with her New Testament, given her human hearts. Now is 


done to deserve His love! 
In spite of passing my 
youth and early manhood 
in the darkness of ag- 
nosticism and atheism, He did not disdain to 
reveal the glory of heaven to my soul!” Please 
pray that this converted philosopher may become 
a valiant soul-winner in Israel. 


VILLAGE IN GREECE TRANSFORMED 


The Lord is wondrously blessing His Word in 
Greece and Italy. A-~-village in Greece was 
transformed by our Greek New Testaments that 
were given out there ‘about a year ago. In a public 
meeting the president of the village said: “I 
want to tell you that the life of our village has 
been completely changed as a result of the New 
Testaments left with us. Before that, every day 
we were having quarreling and court suits; many 

ple were getting drunk; many men were beat- 
ing their wives. ow these things do not occur 
any more. A living example of this transforma- 
tion is the man who was formerly the fear and 
bully of our village. . Now he takes such wonder- 


last year. 


‘when Mr. and Mrs. Davis visited an immigrant camp in Israel 
Jews from many lands eagerly requested copies 
of God‘s Word. 


‘the appointed time to 
give them the Word of 
God which He has prom- 
ised will not “return void.” Your gift will help in 
this great task. Please do not delay. Send your 
gift today, and follow it with your prayers. 


Miilion Testaments Campaigns, Inc. 8.S.T. 
(George T. B. Davis, Exec. Secretary) 

1505 Race St., Philadelphia 2, Pa. 

Dear Sirs: Enclosed find §..........++++ for providing God's 
Word for Jews in Israel and throughout the world, and for 
Gentiles in Europe; and $.......0cseeree for relief of needy 


people in Israel and Greece. 





Name...... re 
Street and Number. 
City and State. 








(Zone No.) 
Make checks payable to Million Testaments Campaigns, Inc. 
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